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ARTICLE L 


An Epitome of the Second Volume of the 
Lire of Davip*. 


SEH IS Second Volume of David's Life 
is divided into twenty Chapters. Thefe 
are ufhered in by a Preface, wherein 
Bt5}] our Author recapitulates the Subject of 

the former Volume, in this Manner : 
‘¢ Hitherto, fays he, the Life of David hath led 
«* the Reader through a great Variety of furprifing 
‘¢ Scenes, and interefting Events ; Events the more 
‘* interefting, becaufe many of them were fuch as 
© are incident to every Man alive ; inafmuch as 
** all Men are within the Reach of Malice, and 





w“ 


* See an Abftract of the fir Volume in the Hiftories of Sep- 
tember, Ofober, and Nowember att. 
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‘«¢ very few placed beyond the Reach of Power and 
Oppreffion. We have feen an obfcure young Man,, 
fignally diftinguifhed by the Favours of Heaven, 
and made the Inftrument of Deliverance to a di- 
ftreffed People; a fignal Inftance of Humility and 
Truft in the Divine Providence triumphing over 
Pride and Self-fufficiency. We have feen this ob- 
fcure Youth become, by his Virtues, an Object of 
Envy toa great Monarch, with the Advantage 
of a noble Perfon, and excellent Endowments, 
deformed by that fingle Vice beyond Expreffion ; 
made odious even to his own Family, and led 
infenfibly into the moft hateful and cruel Enor- 
mities ; drawn, by Degrees, from the Fear and 
Love of God, whofe Favour and Proteétion he 
had fo fignally experienced, and driven into the 
Extremities of Superftition ; and in Confequence 
of both thefe, drawing down the juft Judgments 
of God upon his own Head, and involving his 
“¢ Family in his Ruin.” 

The firft Chapter of the Volume now before us, 
gives an Account of David’s going to Hebron, and 
being elected King by the Tribe of Fudab. 

When David had given a due Time to his Grief 
for Fonathan, and Mourning for Saul, he then ap- 
plied himfelf to God, who had appointed him to 
the Kingdom, to know when and by what Means 
he fhould beft be put into Poffeffion of it ; and be- 
ing directed by God to go up to Hebron, a City of 
Fudab, he went thither with his two Wives (4i- 
noam and Abigail) and whole Houfhold, as did all 
his Followers with theirs, and dwelt in that and the 
adjacent Cities, 

Our Author defcants on the beautiful and ferttle 
Situation of this Place, and its great Convenience, 
on the Score of feveral Advantages, which he par- 
ticularly fpecifies, for the Reception of David and 
his Party. Here there was a continual Refort of 


People 


“ 
“ 


Re 





Art. 15, For JANUARY, 1743. 3 


People to him from all the Tribes, who gradually 
fell off from the Houfe of Sauz/, and owned him 
for their Sovereign ; amounting in the whole (but 
we may prefume not until after the Death of /£- 
bofoe:b his Competitor) to three hundred forty-eight 
thoufand eight hundred armed Men, Our Author 
tells us the Order in which they feverally came. 
The Jaft Thing he infifts on in this Chapter, is, the 
Gallantry of the Men of Fabe/b Gilead, in refcuing 
and burying the Bodies of Sau/ and his Sons, 
which the Pdiliffines had faftened to the Walls of 
Beth/han. 

At the Beginning of the fecond Chapter, our 
Author has drawn a brief Sketch of J/dofheth’s 
Character, as a Man of a weak and pufillanimous 
Difpofition, who would hardly have given David 
the Trouble of a Competition, had he not been in- 
{tigated and fupported by the Power of Abner, the 
Son of Ner, Sauil’s General, and near Kinfman. 
What were the Motives of this Man’s acting againft 
his Duty, in oppofing David’s fucceeding to the 
Realm of J/rael, when he was not unacquainted with 
the Divine Appointment of him thereunto, our Au- 
thor has informed his Readers. Envy, Ambition, 
Self-Love, and perfonal Pique, all confpired to his 
endeavouring to counteract the Defign of Provi- 
dence: And therefore, while David was folliciting 
his Intereft with Fudah, Abner follicited that of 
Tfobofheth, with the reft of the Tribes. 

One Thing (among others that our Author men- 
tions) which he did, for fecuring the Crown to this 
Prince, was, after leading him a Progrefs through 
other Cities, the fixing his Refidence at Gideon *. 


* Our Author fuppofes, by his fettling here, that this Town 
was not then Peopled by the Gibeonites, who were mortal Ene- 
mies to the Houfe of Sau/; but was poflefled by a different Set 
of Inhabitants, in whom Abner could abfolutely confide. 


A 2 Our 
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Our Author conjectures, ‘that /bner continued here 
with him for the two firft Years of I/bbofbeth’s Reign ; 
during which Time, he tells us, David feems care- 
fully to have avoided all Aéts of Hoftility ; and de- 
termined not to begin them; waiting patiently for 
the Divine Difpofal of Affairs in his Favour. But 
when he found that 4bner had drawn together a 
Body of Men at Gibeon, he alfo fent Forces under 
Foab, accompanied with his two Brothers, Abi/hat 
and Jfabel, to obferve and attend them. They 
came in Sight of one another near the Pool of 
Gibeon, which feparated them; and there they fat 
down quietly on each Side for fome Time, until 
Abner propofed that twelve young Men of each 
Party fhould rife up and play before them, as he 
called it. This was prefently agreed to; the young 
Combatants engaged ; but, far from Sporting, they 
rufhed on one another like fo many Ruffians ; each 
feized his Antagonift’s Beard or Hair, and plunged 
his Sword into his Body. Hereupon there imme- 
diately followed a fierce and general Engagement ; 
in which Abner was put to Flight, with the Lofs of 
three hundred and threefcore Men on his Side, and but 
nineteen on the Side of oad, befides his Brother 4/ahel. 

Foab and Abifbai purfued after Abner. Up- 
on their overtaking him, he began a Parley with 
them ; and offered to Foab fuch Confiderations as 
induced him to forbear further Hoftilities, and draw 
off his victorious Army. They then took their diffe- 
rent Routs. ‘oad marched all Night, until he 
came to Hebron; as Abner, on the other Hand, 
made the beft of his Way to Fordan, crofled it, 
and refted no-where, until he reached Mabanaim. 

The Battle of Gsbeon, as our Author notes at the 
Entrance of the third Chapter, is the only one we 
hear of throughout the Courfe of this War between 
David and L[fbbofbeth, which lafted about five Years ; 
during which Time, the Text tells us, David waxed 


ftronger 
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fronger and fironger, and the Houfe of Saul weaker and 
aeaker. One Circumftance, that added Strength to 
Davia’s Caufe, was, the Sous born to him in this Inter- 
val: Though here our pious Author would have us re- 
mark, as a fort of Divine Teftimony againft Poly- 
gamy, that David had but fix, by fix Wives,. du- 
ring the Space of feven Years. 

While the Conteft continued between David and 
Tfhbofoeth, Abner made himfelf ftrong for the Houfe 
of Saui but an Incident fell out which divided 
him from that Intereft, and brought him to a Refo- 
lution of going over to David with the whole Force 
of his great Reputation and Influence: This was J/hbo- 
feeth’s charging him with having gone in to his Fa- 
ther’s Concubines ; which indeed was tantamount to 
High Treafon, an Attempt upon the King’s Concu- 
bine being then underftood as an Attempt upon the 
Crown. 

However this might be, bner was fo enraged at 
the Accufation, that he broke out into bitter Re- 
fentment, and fwore that he would fulfill the Pro- 
mife of God to David, to tranflate the Kingdom 
from the Houfe of Saul, and to fet up the Throue of 
David over Ifrael, and over Judah, from Dan even 
to Beerfheba. 

Accordingly he fent David Offers. of Submiffion 
and Allegiance, upon certain Conditions, with an 
Affurance alfo. of bringing over the whole Nation 
to his Subjection. His Propofals were readily. ac- 
cepted ; David ftipulating no Condition on his.Part, 
but that of having his Wife Ad@cha/ reftored to - 
him. 

This Demand. of David’s, Mr. Bayle, it feems, 
confiders as a great Cruelty in him; to ravith the 
Lady from Phailtiel, who loved her fo well. But our 
Author has diffipated the Objeétion, and in fo doing 
has given usa Tatte, as ufual, of his claffical Learning. 
At the fame Time, he has recommended Pha/tiePs 

a Diftrefs 
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Ditftrefs on this Ocvafion, as one. of the fineft Pic- 
tures of filent Grief that any Hiftory has left us. 

He magnifies David’s Addrefs in this Affair as 
very diftinguifhed, on two Accounts. In the firft 
Place, he knew that Saa/’s Daughter living with 
him as a Wife, would make the Friends of that 
Houfe lefs averfe to his Claim. And, fecondly, 
though he fecretly ftipulated with Abner to bring 
back Michal to him, yet he openly applied to //Abo- 
foeth to have her reftored. ‘This freed Abner from 
the Neceffity of taking violent Meafures to reftore her, 
and at the fame Time gave him a fair Opportunity 
of conferring with David, under the Character of 
her Conduéter, without coming to an open Breach 
with J/hbofherb.—So here it is plain there was much 
of the Wifdom of the Serpent; not, we may fup- 
pofe, unaccompanied with the Innocence of the Dove. 

Before Abner fet out to efcort Michal, he had a 
Conference with the Elders of //rae/,; in which, 
though he had as little Religion, our Author ob- 
ferves, as many other Minifters of State, he put on 
the Mafk of Piety, and as he acquainted them with 
his Defign of fetting David on his Mafter’s Throne, 
fo, to engage their Concurrence, he fuggefted to 
them, that David was the Man they formerly wifhed 
for their King, and that he was the Man by whom 
God had declared he would deliver his People 
Ifrael trom the Philifiines, and from all their Ene- 
‘mies; and now was the Time for them to do their 
Part in feconding the Divine Purpofes. 

Thefe preliminary Steps being taken, Abner waited 
on David with his Wite, and an Account of what he 
had been doing in his Behalf; was joyfully received 
and feaited, and then difmiffed with Marks of the ut- 
moft Confidence on one hand, and Duty on the 
other. —-But how fuddenly is the Scene changed! 

bner was juft departed, when ‘Foad returned 
from a fuccefsful Expedition; and hearing what 
had 
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had pafied, immediately went in to David, and ex” 
poftulated with him upon the Folly of receiving 
Abner in the Manner he had done, and placing any 
Confidence in him ; and then leaving the King ab- 
ruptly, he fent Meffengers after ner to bring him 
back ; and when he returned, going up to him, 
under the Pretence of a friendly Salutation, he 
{tabbed him. Envy doubtlefs, our Author fays, 
and Jealoufy of 4bner’s great Merit with David, 
in gaining over the Tribes to him, were main Mo- 
tives to this bafe Action, as well as Revenge for the 
Blood of Afabel: Which laft is the Motive alledged 
in the Text. 

David no fooner heard of this Villany, but he 
lamented it piteoufly ; prophetically imprecating the 
Divine Vengeance for it on the Head of Joab and 
of his Pofterity. 

After this he commanded a general Mourning to 
be made for the Deceas’d, wept over him, and bu- 
ried him with all Solemnity ; himfelf attending 
upon the Bier, which was not the Cuftom of Kings : 
And added this truly poetic Lamentation, (as it is 
in our Author’s literal Tranflation; though none 
before, he fays, have pretended to determine the 
Meafure :) 


As dies the Criminal, fhall Abner die, 
Thy Hands not bound, 

Nor to the Fetters were thy Feet applied: 
Ms ts their Fate, that fall 
Before the Faces of the Sons of Guilt, 

So art thou falPn*. 











At the Recital of thefe Words, the Grief became 


univerfal, and the whole People (attending the Ob- 
fequies) wept a-new. | 


* Our Author’s Note here is: He was Isiled ag a Tray.or ; 
Lut had he been really fo, he thould have died in Chains, atte 
a fair Trial. 
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After this Ceremony was over, they waited on 
the King back to his Houfe, urging him to take 
fome Refrefhment, while it was yet Day ; but he 
abfolutely refufed to touch a Morfel, {wearing that 
he would take nothing il! the Sun went down. In 
fhort, his whole Behaviour on this Occafion, fatis- 
fied all about him of the Sincerity of his Grief, and his 
being perfectly free from the Guilt of bner’s Murder. 

Upon the Text faying, on this Oecafion, that. 
awhatfoever the King did, pleafed all the People, our 
Author breaks out into this Exclamation: ‘* Rare 
© Felicity of Princes! or, fhall I add, Felicity pe- 
<¢ culiar to David /” Then he proceeds to obferve 
how much the external Figure of a Prince contri- 
butes to his Dignity ; and fhews what Advantages 
his Hero had above others in this Refpect ; of whofe 
Perfon, he owns, he has modelled his Idea by thae 
of Claudian’s Stilico: 


Fam tunc confpettus, jam tunc veneratilis ibas, 
Spondebatque Ducem celfi nitor igneus Oris, 
Membrorumque modus, qualem nec Carmina fingunt 
Semidets. Quacungne alte graderere per Urbes, 
Cedentes fpatiis affurgente/que videbas. 


It is hardly poffible, our Author fays, to dwell 
upon any. Relation like this of /4dner, without be- 
ing drawn into grave and ferious Reflections in 
Confequence of it. Accordingly he has made feve- 
ral thereupon, which fill up the two laft Pages of 
this Chapter. 

The fourth Chapter opens with the Story of J/- 
bofbeth’s Murder, and David’s generous Refentment 
of it, and immediately ordering the Regicides to 
be executed ; notwithftanding their Pretences of 
committing the horrid Faét through a Zeal for his 
Caufe, and to deliver him from an Enemy who 
fought his Life. 3 


Our 
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Our Author, in his ufual Manner, has made fe- 
veral Obfervations on this Part of his Subject, all 
which are calculated for heightning David’s Cha- 
racter. He has likewife favoured us with ferious 
Meditations on the Fate of I/bof/heth, in which he 
has made us fee — How adorable and how dreadful 
are the Divine Retributions of Vengeance ! 7 

As the facred Hiftorian informs us, that David 
fpent feven Years and fix Months at Hebron, and yet 
relates no Tranfactions of that whole Time, except 
the Battle of Gibeon, the reftoring of Michal, and 
the Revolt and Death of Abner; the Reader, our 
Author thinks, might be very curious to find out, 
if poffible, how this Space was filled up. This, he 
owns, has been his own Cafe; and he imagines 
he has found Materials on which to ground a ra- 
tional Conjecture upon this Point, in the xith and 
xxviith Chapters of the firft Book of Chronicles, 
and the xxiiid of the Second Book of Samuel. From 
thefe three Chapters it appears, that David had fet- 
tled the whole Affair of his Militia, the Chiefs and 
Commanders of his Army, their Number and Or- 
der, before the Battle of Gibeon. 

‘¢ It appears from thence, that he had appointed 
‘ twelve Courfes of military Men, with their: pro- 
<s per Officers included, to do military Duty, 
‘ where-ever Occafion required, one Month in 
‘s every Year. ) 

‘¢ It appears alfo, that the Officers of each Courfe 
‘¢ were ordinarily the Fathers of the principal Fami- 
‘© lies, of which that Courfe confifted : That is, 
‘¢ the People of every Courfe, and their Fathers, 
«¢ the Officers, made up a Body of twenty and 
*. four thoufand Men. So that as, on the one hand, 
‘© there was little Fear of Tyranny and Cruelty in 
¢¢ the Commanders ; there was, on the other, ‘as lir- 
‘© tle Apprehenfion of Mutiny and Difobedience in 
s* the Soldiers, when the Powers of their Com- 


«* manders 
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*¢ manders was in the Order of their natural Au- 
‘s thority ; and at the fame time, as every Officer 
“< had the Honour of his own Soldiers, that is, of 
«¢ his own Family, near at Heart, and they the 
‘s Honour of their Fathers and Officers, this en- 
«¢ paged the Commanders to be more diligent in 
<¢ inftructing and forming their Soldiers to military 
“¢ Skill and Difcipline, and the Soldiers to be more 
‘<¢ diligent in their Obedience and Difcharge of 
«¢ Duty. 

“ It appears alfo, that David had three Com- 
¢¢ manders in Chief of the firft Order, three of the 
¢* fecond, thirty-one of the third, and thirty of 
the fourth: And that all this was fettled before 
the Battle of Gibeon, is evident; forafmuch as 
Afabel, who was there flain, is, in two of the 
above-cited Places of Scripture, put at the Head 
of the firft Thirty, and in the Third, at the Head 
of a fourth Monthly Courfe. Now this could not 
be done, without a fufficient Trial and Expe-. 
rience both of their Capacity and Prowefs, ei- 
ther in martial Prizes, mock Combats, or real 
¢¢ Engagements with the Enemy.” 

Our Author thinks it out of all Doubt, that 
many Skirmifhes and martial Adventures did really 
intervene in this Space ; though, except at the Bat- 
tle of Gibeou, there was. but little Blood fhed in 
them.— However, he fays, as the Men were con- 
tinually in Action, this whole Time may be ra- 
tionally confidered as principally employed by Da- 
vid in training, exercifing, and difciplining his 
Troops. Sothat at the Conclufion of it he had, in 
all Probability, more martial Men, and well-trained 
Forces, within his Dominions, than it may be all 
the Princes now in Europe put tegether. 

He ventures to add, that David hath left behind 
him the beft Model for a Militia that ever this 
World beheld ; fuch a Model, as it would be the 
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trueft Wifdom and Intereft of every Nation under 
Heaven to imitate. | 

« For, firft, by this Inftitution every Man in 
‘© T/rael became, in his Order, a regular well-difct- 
‘© plined Soldier, in perfeét Confiftency with his 
‘¢ being at the fame time a Freeholder and a Free- 
‘¢ man. The Protection and Security derived to 
«¢ himfelf and to his Country from this wife Inftitu- 
<¢ tion of his Sovereign, laid him under all the 
«© Engagements of Duty and Fidelity to his Prince, 
<¢ without any Temptations to forego or betray any 
‘¢ Durty he owed to his Country. For, 

«¢ Suppofe him brought into the Courfe of this 
«¢ Difcipline one Month in twelve, (and it ts cer- 
“s tain he could not be brought into it fo often) 
*¢ and maintained by his Prince for that Month, 
‘¢ he had ftill but one Part in the Well-being of 
‘¢ his Prince, and eleven in that of his Country. 

“ In the next Place, the State by this Inftitution 
¢ enjoyed all the Advantages of Security from 
‘* Foreign Invafions, and {nteftine Difturbances 
(z. e. the Security of repelling and repreffing 
‘‘ them) derived to it from a Standing Army, 
«© and at the fame time, avoided all the Evils of 
<< it, viz. great Expence, Luxury and Corrup- 
“ tion of every Kind, for want of due Employ- 
ment for fuch great Numbers; immenfe Detri- 
‘* ment to the Public from fo many Hands unem- 
‘«¢ ployed in ufeful Labour ; and immenfe Danger 
to its Liberties, from their too great Attachment 
<¢ to the Perfon and Power of the Prince, in Con- 
Sequence of their entire Dependence upon him.” 
And then, with Regard to the King’s Preroga- 
tive in this Conftitution, it appears, from the Places 
of Scripture which our Author has referred to, 
‘* that the Sovereign had (befides Civil. Employ- 
‘¢ ments) his Guards and Garrifons, (which were 
‘© the only Standing Forces of the Realm) and the 

‘¢ Appoint- 
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‘© Appointment of the Officers and Commanders 
in Chief, over the Army in Time of War, and 
‘© over the monthly Courfes. in Time of Peace ; 


4 


“ 


. 


. 


which may be judged a proper Ballance of 
«s Power,” 

_ Our Author cannot conclude this Chapter, without 
animadverting on an Objection which Mr. Bayle 
(whom he ftiles a Reviler, and the modern Father 
of Infidelity) has raifed againft one Part of David's 
Conduét within this Space. Mr. Bayle obferves of 
him, ** that he himfelf owned J/bofbeth to bea 
‘© righteous Man, and confequently a lawful King, 
‘¢ and yet he entered into Intrigues with dner to 
‘¢ difpofiefs him.” 

To this our Author well replies, that Mr. Bayle 
has not here rightly diftinguifhed: ‘* Lbbofbeth 
‘© might have been a righteous Man, and yet no 
«¢ rightful King: He might not have been fatis- 
“< fied of David’s Divine Defignation to the 
‘¢ Throne, and confequently, he might have been 
<¢ innocent and upright in his Oppofition to David ; 
will it follow, that David was criminal in affert- 
‘¢ ing his Right, or Abver in returning to his Duty ? 
‘¢ And, if not, certainly there was no Guilt in 
David's conferring with Abner, and taking all 
‘* proper Meafures to recover that Right. 

‘¢ But fuppofe this not the Cafe with Regard to 
‘© Jihbofbeth ; fuppofe him well acquainted with 
‘© David’s Defignation to the Throne ; yet {till he 
‘s might have been righteous with Regard to Rechab 
‘© and Baanab, though not with Regard to David. 
‘< That he was not, in Strictnefs, either a righteous 
‘© Man, or a lawful King, is out of all Doubt; 
‘© for he could be neither when he feized the 
‘s Throne, knowing the lawful Heir to be then 
«© jiving. And can it be doubted whether he knew 
«© that Mepbibofbeth, the Son of Fonathan, his eldeft 
“© Brother, was then alive?” This Chapter ends 
“ith 
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with a critical Note, which, however, is not of Im- 
portance enough to be particularly taken No- 
tice of. 

In the fifth Chapter we find the whole Hebrew 
Nation fubmitting to David’s Government, and {feat- 
ing him on the Throne of all J/rae/, We have 
here a few Incidents embellifhed with a Variety of 
fine Reflections, in which, as on a great many other 
Occafions, our Author’s Claffical Learning is every 
now and then appearing. I muft alfo remark that 
our Author here, and where-ever Opportunity of- 
fers, difcovers himfelf to be an honeft Whig, and 
no Friend to the vile Doétrine of abfolute uncondi- 
tional Obedience, which indeed ought to be deemed 
and punifhed as the higheft Treafon in every public 
Community ; and which, as he remarks, feems not 
to have been received in thofe Days we are here 
writing of. 

In the fixth Chapter, we have an Account of 
Davia’s befieging and taking Ferufalem. Our Au- 
thor has made him go upon this important Expedi- 
tion with equal Ardour and Piety ; but the Reader, 
I believe, will excafe my dwelling a great deal upon 
our Hero’s Sanctity: We will here rather advert to 
what is of a literary Nature. 

When David went up againft Ferufalem, it was in 
the Pofleffion of the Febufites. Thefe he fummoned 
to furrender it, according to the Orders exprefly en- 
joined by the Law of God, Deut. xx. 10, 11, €9c. 
They returned an infolent Anfwer, That unlefs he 
could take away the Lame and the Blind, he fhould 
not come in thither. David, enraged at this An- 
{wer, immediately commanded an Affaule; ftrictly 
enjoining all thofe that reached the Summit of the 
‘Tower, to throw the Lame and the Blind into the 
Ditch ; and proclaiming at the fame time, that 
whofoever fhould firft gain that Advantage, and 

fhould 
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fhould /mite the Jebufites, and the Lame and thé 
Blind, fhould be made Captain-General of hiS 
Army. 

Commentators, our Author tells us, are mightily 
at a Lofs to know what is meant by the Lame and 
the Blind, in the Text. Some underftand them in 
the ordinary Senfe of the Words ; as if the Febu- 
fites, confiding in the Strength of their Fortrefs, 
fhould infinuate, that the weakeft of their People, 
the very Lame and Blind, were able to defend it 
againft David. But then it is urged, on the other 
hand, that thefe Lame and Blind are faid to be 
hated of Davia’s Soul: And coulda Man of David’s 
Humanity deteft Men for mere unblameable Infirmi- 
ties? Then again it is faid, whofoever /miteth the 
Jebufites, and the Lame and the Blind. Now this 
connecting Particle feems to befpeak the Febufites 
as different from the Lame and the Blind, as the 
Lame and the Blind from one another. 

Thefe Difficulties have given Rife to another Opi- 
nion, ‘* that the Lame and Blind were the Idols of 
«¢ the Febufites ; the Statutes of thofe Heathen Di- 
‘ vinities, of which David hath faid in Derifion, 
c¢ Eyes have they, and fee not~Feet have they, and 
«<< qwalk not: And therefore the Febufites thus 
<< taunted David, in Return for his Reproaches on 
¢ their Religion; confiding that thefe their Divini- 
‘ ties, however reviled by him, were yet able to 
«¢ protect them againft him.” 

This Contftruction, as our Author notes, thoroughly 
accounts for David’s Deteftation of thefe Lame and 
Blind, feeing he abhorred Idolatry : And accounts 
alfo for the Phrafeology of the Text, in which they 
feem to be confidered as Beings different from the 
Febufites. 

But there is one Difficuity ftill remaining, viz. 
‘© If we follow the Reading in the Margin of the 

‘¢ Bible, 


Co ae A 





wae» 


Art.1. For JANUARY, 1743. 15 


ss Bible, then the Reafon why David commands 
«¢ the Lame and the Blind to be fmitten,; was, be- 
«¢ caufe they had faid that David fhould not have 
“© Admiffion into the Place; now, what Lame 
<< and Blind could fay this, but Men fo mutt- 
‘¢ lated °” 

Our Author’s humble Opinion, in Anfwer to this, 
is, ** that thefe Expreffions of Lame and Bhind, 
«© when applied to the Febufites, are to be figuratively 
« underftood, and not according to the Letter.— 
‘© David confidered them, in their Idolatry, to be 
<¢ as ftupid and fenfelefs as the Idols they adored; 
“¢ and therefore, the Reproaches of Lame and Blind 
‘¢ were equally applied by him to them.” 

If this be the true Explication of the Paffage be- 
fore us, then our Author thinks no Doubt can re- 
main of the cxvth Pfalm being an Epinicion, or 


triumphal Song for this Victory. 


The feventh Chapter contains ‘an Account of 
Davia’s enlarging Ferufalem, entering into an Al- 
Jiance with Hiram, King of Tyre, building himfel£ 
a Palace, and encreafing the Number of his 
Wives. 

Our Author does by no Means approve of Poly- 
gamy ; he calls it an unhappy Eaftern Appendage 
of Grandeur ; and we may remember, that he has 
afore remarked, to the Difcredit of it, that Davia 
had but few Sons born to him, in the Space of feverak 
Years, by feveral Wives. However, this Hero’s 
Polygamy, like every other Action of his Life that 
is not applauded, muft be excufed, or rather juftified. 
It appears to our Author, ‘* to have proceeded, in 
<¢ the firft Place, from an eager and a reafonable 
‘© Defire of Iffue ; and in the next, from what might, 
‘* in his Circumftances, be deemed neceffary Policy : 
“© He had lived at Jeaft three Years with Michal, 
‘© without having had any Child by her ; and it is 
‘¢ impoffible to fay, whether he would not have 

“ done 
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done fo his whole Life long, had fhe not beet 
cruelly forced from him, and given to another. 
Te will not then be much doubted, that he was at 
Liberty to marry again: And accordingly he 
married 4hbinoam ; and having no Child by her, 
he married Abigail. 

‘© He had both thefe Wives with him when he 
came to Hebron ; but no Child by either for at 
leaft five Years. He well knew of what Impor- 
tance the Increafe of his Family would be to his 
Eftablifhment upon the Throne: It appears evi- 
dently from 1 Sam. xxiv. 20.. that God had pro- 
mifed to eftablifh him in the Kingdom of J/rael. 
Children were neceffary to that End; and the 
moft probable Means for obtaining this Advan- 
tage, was, by taking more Wives: And as thefe 
Wives were well nigh as much interefted in his 
Eftablifhment as himfelf, it is at leaft poffible 
(to fay no more) that he took no fubfequent 
Wife, but with the Confent of the precedent. 

‘¢ But, fuppofing this not the Cafe, we fhall find, 
upon further Enquiry, that God had promifed to 
eftablifh the Kingdom not only in his own Perfon, 
but alfo in his Pofterity. Some fuch known Pro- 
mife as this could only be the Ground of that 
exprefs Declaration of 4digail’s, (1 Sam. xxv. 28.) 
For the Lord will certainly make my Lord a [ure 
Houfe. Polygamy was not then underftood to be 
any way forbidden by Almighty God. Promifes 
muft be fulfilled, and there was not the leaft Reafon 
to hope they fhould be fulfilled through any of 
the Wives he had hitherto taken. At the fame 
time Policy required him to ftrengthen his unfer- 
tled State by new Alliances; and how was this 
End fo effectually to be obtained, as by marry- 
ing into Families of greateft Power and Credit in 
his Country and out of it? 
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‘© This was, in all human Probability, the only 
‘© Means of making his Hou/e fure.” 

But we are not come to an End of this elaborate 
Apology for David, in a Cafe where he feems not 
to have needed any. If Polygamy was not then un- 
derftood to be any ways forbidden by God, I fuppofe 
it was becaufe it never had been forbidden by him. 
And if not, where was the Crime of it? And if it 
was not criminal, why all thefe Pains in excufing 
Or accounting for it? But perhaps it may be faid, 
that though it was never explicitly forbidden, nor 
was abfolutely evil, and might .in fome Circum- 
ftances be juftifiable; yet as the general Practice 
thereof would certainly be detrimental to Society, 
and confequently contrary to the Divine Pleafure ; 
fo it is proper to fhew, for the Reputation of David, 
and for the Honour of Religion, that the Man af- 
ter God’s own Heart did not aét in thig Affair, 
upon any other Motives than what were confittent 
with a Spirituality of Mind and Affection, and be- 
coming a Man whofe Views were directed to the 
glorifying of God, by fortifying and eftablifhing 
his Church and Kingdom in the World. 

I own, it was in this Light I thought our Author 
intended to place David’s Polygamy, as I looked 
over the preceding Part of his Apology for it; and 
efpecially when I faw at the Beginning of the Para- 
graph, immediately following what is already cited, 
the following Words, *“ This Confideration takes 
‘© David’s Polygamy entirely out of the Light of 
‘© Luxury and Licentioufnefs, and places it in that of 
“¢ Prudence, and, as fome think, even of Piety.” But 
he defires to be excufed going fo far. Spirituality of 
Mind, and Zeal for the Glory of God, were not, 
in his Opinion, among the Incitements of Davia’s 
Conduct. <«* It might (he fays) be the Effect of 
‘a wife, but ic muft at the fame time be owned 
** too worldly an Intention, to bring the Purpofes 
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¢< and Promifes of God in his Favour, to a full 
<* and timely Accomplifhment. 

‘¢ The facred Writer informs us, that he had fix 
<«¢ Sons born to him in Hebron, and eleven in Ferua- 
“© falem: Now, befides the Security to his Houfe 
“ from fo numerous an Iffue, it is poffible he might 
<< have propofed to himfelf many other Advantages 
‘¢ from it; among others, an Emulation of Merit 
<¢ among his Children, to entitle them to a Prefe- 
«© rence in the Father’s Efteem, 

One Objection, indeed, our Author fays, lies a- 
sainft him upon this Head, viz. his having mar- 
ried a ftrange Woman, the Daughter of To/mai, 
King of Gefbar, a Practice prohibited to the Fews. 
But to this he anfwers, 

«< Tt is true, there was a general Prohibition to 
«¢ that Purpofe; yet fuch, however, as admitted 
‘¢ many Exceptions. A Few might, under certain 
«© Regulations, marry even a Slave taken in War, 
“and much more a Profelyte to their Religion ; 
« and David was juttified tn this Practice by the 
“© Example of Fofeph, Mo/es, and even his own 
‘¢ Anceftors; and why might it not pleafe God 
‘© to give him Iflue by Maacah ; as he gave Boas 
Iffue by Rath 
It had been well, our Author fays, if Mr. Bayle 
had confidered this. It 1s as well, perhaps, for our 
Author, that he is not alive to confider it: For he 
had, in his Time, a fhrewd Way of ftripping of 
Surfaces, and penetrating to the Bottom of Things. 
But to Jet that pafs, 

In the eighth Chapter our Author has, by way of 
Digreffion, given us a fhort Defcription and Ac- 
count of Feru/zlem, made up, he fays, of thofe 
Particularities (little infifted upon by other Writers) 
that diftinguifh it from other Cities ; and yet I think 
moft, if not all chofe Peculiarities he mentions, are 
treated of by Villalpandus, Sandys, William of Tyre, 
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Fobn Phocas Venetus, Rawolf Ray, and Adrico- 
mius, all whom he has quoted. What he has bor- 
rowed from them, does not deferve reciting, fo well as 
an Obfervation more properly his own, which here 
follows : 

One of the eminent Buildings which he has noted 
in Old Ferufalem, was the High Prieft’s Palace, 
generally fuppofed to be fituate without the City of 
David, and to be of great Extent. On this he 
fays, 

Ys I am unwilling to give all the Offence that 
‘¢ fome of my Readers may be too mueh inclined 
«© to take, by making the Inferences which would 
¢ obvioufly follow from this Account: And there- 
‘ fore I fhall only obferve, that outward Diftinc- 
© tions of State and Dignity were not then deemed 
“ any way inconjfiftent with the Charatiers of the 
‘s true Minifters of God. Rich and Blamelefs were 
“ not then deemed Epithets incompatible with the 
‘¢ facred Name of Priett; nor did David imagine 
‘© that they who were more immediately fet apart for 
‘s the Service of God, fhould be precluded from fuch 
‘© @ Portion of thofe Blefings which be pours out 
“¢ upon the Earth, as would beft enable them to imi- 
“ sate his Beneficence.’ On this fingle Obfervation 
1 would venture, with every intelligent Reader, to 
{take the Reputation of our Author’s Judgment. 

In the ninth Chapter, we fand the Pbiliftines and 
neighbouring Nations invading J/rae/, and defeated 
in two Battles. 

To the Confederacy of thefe Heathens againft 
David, our Author refers the Ixxxiiid Pfalm ; which 
cannot, he fays, fuit any other Event but this, and 
which he looks upon to be one of the nobleft mar- 
tial Hymns that ever was compofed throughout the 
whole Series of the Old Teftament Hiftory. The 
cxviiith Pfalm has, he thinks, a Reference to it alfo, 
Some Circumftances have been alledged, which feem 
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Objections to this Application, but he has, in certain 
Notes, confirmed the Juftnefs of it. 

When the Onfet was made in the firft of the above- 
faid Battles, the I/raelite Army, whether terrified, 
or opprefied by Numbers, gave Way ; and David 
and his three principal Worthies were left alone in 
the midft of the Enemy. David was now, in all 
human Appearance, utterly loft: But then was the 
Time for God. to interpofe in his Favour, when all 
human Appearances failed. God had promifed to 
deliver his Exemies into his Hands; and he well 
knew, it was equally in the Hand of Omnipotence, 
to effect this by a few, as by an infinite Number. 
And to fupport him in this Affurance, he was well 
acquainted with the Promife of God to his People, 
that if they were obedient, ove /oould chafe a thou- 
fand, and two put ten thoufand to Flight. He could 
not but refleét, that he had now with him thofe 
three brave Men, who had very lately broken 
through the whole Hoft of the Pdili/tines, to re- 
lieve his Thirft: Would they exert themfelves lefs 
to fave his Life? Animated, our Author adds, by 
thefe Affurances, David rufhed in upon his Ene- 
mies with fuch a Force and Fury as was not to be 
refifted ; and was fo well feconded by his three 
brave Companions, that they put the whole adverfe 
Army into Confufion ; which the J/raelites per- 
ceiving, returned, rather to the Rout than to the 
Combat. 

And now, perhaps, our Author fays, the cxxivth 
Pfalm was rit fung, asa Hymn of Thank{giving 
for the Deliverance of Ifrael trom a Combination 
of the neighbouring Nations againit them. 
tg the Lord had not been on our Side, now may Ifrael 

23, if it bad not been the Lord who was on our 
ee le, —they bad fwallowed us up quick, the Waters 
bad overwhelmed us, &e. 
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Our Author will not take upon him to fay, thar 
Homer is indebted to David for many of the finett 
Images in his Works; but the learned Reader, he 
is perfuaded, will eafily fee, from an attentive Ob- 
fervation of that Paflage, (1 Chrow. xiv. 11.) The 
Lord hath broken mine Enemies before me, whom 
Homer copies after, when he reprefents the Gods 
preceding their Favourite Heroes in Battle, and 
mowing down the hoftile Ranks before them. 

The Hiftory of this Battle, as we have it in 
Scripture, we are told, was evidently written under 
the Direé&tion of David’s Modefty and Humility, 
guided by the Spirit of God. Of this our Author 
affigns fome internal Proofs; and believes the Reader 
will agree with him, that the Heroifm of fuch Hu- 
mility as appears in the Account of this memo- 
rable Tranfaction, is infinitely fuperior to all the 
Exploits of Prowefs. 

This Defeat of the Pdili?tues and their Allies, 
did not weaken them fo far as to prevent their making 
another Inroad into the //aelitifh Territories. In 
this Emergency, David enquired of God how he 
fhould conduét himfelf in oppofing the Enemy ; 
and was directed, not to advance to the Engage- 
Ment with an open Front, as he had done before, 
when he hazarded the Lois of all, if God had not 
wonderfully interpoied for his Deliverance 3 éut to 


fetch a Compa/s, and come fecretly behind them, over- 
againtt a certain Mulberry-Garden, which, ovr Au- 
thor apprehends, ttood at the Rear of the Enemies 
Camp ; and when he heard a Sound of going on 
the ‘l’ops of che Mutberry-Trees, then was he to 
pour upon fis isnemies with all bis Force; for that 
was the Sicnai of God’s going out before him, to 
deitroy aid cefeat them.—- Here we fee, thar the 


Deity fometimes deigns to act, not only by human 
Initruments, but according to the Dictates of human 
Prudence. 
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David obeyed the Divine Monition, and put the 
whole Hoft of the Philiftines tothe Rout. He pur- 
fued them, and continued flaughtering them from 
Geba to Gazar, a Length of at leaft twenty Miles. 

It is evident, our Author thinks, to a Demonftra- 
tion, that the IxxvithP/a/m was written on this Oc- 
cafion, although not by David ; and as it is tinc- 
tured with Mirth and Wit (not without a Spirit of 
true Piety) it is not unnatural to imagine, that it 
now became a favourite Song with the People. 

And at this Time alfo, he conceives, was com- 
pofed the cxvuith P/alm, and fung in the Taber- 
nacle, as an Fpinicion, or Hymn of Thankfgiving 
to God for this Viétory. 

It begins, O give Thanks unto the Lord; for be 
ts gracious : becaufe bis Mercy endureth for ever. 
And then goes on with fuch a Flow of Gratitude 
to God, fuch Expreffions of Truft and Confidence 
in him, and Glory to him ; and adds to al] this, 
fuch Defcriptions of his Enemies, in fuch a Variety 
of Lights and Images, as are the peculiar Diftinc- 
tion of Davia’s Genius. 

Nothing, our Author remarks, is more common 
with Homer, than to defcribe an Army under the 
Image of a Flood of Waters, Wave impelling 
Wave; but he does not remember that Poet has 
any where painted the Defeat and Routof an Army, 
under the Image of a Flood of Waters, broken and 
difperfed by a Storm. He adds, 

His Purpofe is not to inftitute any Comparifon 
between thefe Writers in this Point ; but barely to 
obferve to the Philological Reader, once for all, that 
it is familiar with David, to couch fuch Images in 
three Words, as would, inthe Hands of Homer, be 
the Materials of his nobleft, moft enlarged, and moft 
cignified Deicriptions. He mentions two in this 
“i and leaves the Application ta the Reader’s 
Brealt. 


Ver. 


: 
! 


ES aoa 


BRET, 


Art.1. For JANUARY, 1743. = 23 


Ver. 12. THEY (that is, all Nations) compaffed 
me about like Bees. 
Tuey gare queuched as the Fire of 

Thorns*. 





The Reader has here,-in Miniature, two of the 
fineft Images in Homer s which, if his Curiofity 
demands to be gratified, he will find illuftrated 
and enlarged in the fecond Book of the J/iad. The 
firft of them ftands thus tranfcribed from Mr. 
Pope’s Tranflation : 


The ful? wing Hoff, 

Pour’d forth in Millions, darken all the Coajt. 

As from fome rocky Cleft, the Shepherd fees, 
Cluf’ring in Heaps on Heaps, the driving Bees ; 
Rolling and black’ning, Swarms fucceeding Swarms ; 
With deeper Murmurs, and more hoarfe Alarms: 
Dujfky they fpread, a clofe embody’d Croud ; 

Mand ver the Vale defcends the living Cloud : 

So from the Tents and Ships, &c. Ver. 209, &c. 





The next is in the fame Book, Ver. 534, &e. 


4s on fome Mountain, thro’ the lofty Grove, 

The cvackling Flames afcend, and blaze above ; 
The Fires expanding, as the Winds arife, 

Shoot their loug Beams, and kindle half the Skies : 
So from their polifh’a Arms, and brazen Shields, 
A gleamy Splendor jlafh'd along the Fields. 

Not lefs their Number, &c. 


Our Author would have us here candidly note, 
that the Idea of an Aiiny’s refembling a flaming 


* The Englifh Tranflator of the Reading Pfalms has con- 
nected thefe Images, as if they were but one; which our Author 
ftigmatizes as a notorious Blunder. 


B 4 Fire, 
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Fire, is common both to Homer and David; but 
the Idea of that Fire being quenched (when the 
Army was conquered) is peculiar to David. 

Davip’s removing the Ark to Siom, is the Sub- 
ject of the tenth Chapter. In the Beginning of it, 
the pious Zeal of this good King, in this Affair, is 
fet forth as it deferveth, The Manner in which it 
was effected, is there difplayed with a Pomp of Elo- 
cution fome way anfwerable to that of the Tranf- 
action defcribed. 

In order to the Conveyance of this facred Symbol 
of the Divine Prefence from the unworthy Place 
where it had ftood for about ninety Years, to a 
more fuitable Receptacle, the High Prieft, Chief 
Priefts, Princes, Rulers, and Leaders of every Tribe, 
ina word, the Nobility, Clergy, and Magiftracy of 
the whole Kingdom, affembled in one Body, to the 
Number of thirty thoufand Men; and David, at- 
tended by the Nobility of udab, marched at 
their Head, to bring up the Ark from Kirjarb- 
Feavim. 

This, our Author thinks, may fairly be confidered 
as the nobleft Affembly that ever was convened, 
and met together in any Nation: And we fhall form 
fome Notion of it, he fays, if .we fuppofe the King 
of Great-Britain, at the Head of the whole No- 
bility of the Realm, al! the Archbifhops, Bifhops, 
Deans, and Chapters of the Church, all the Choirs 
of all the Cathedrals of his Dominions, doubled ; 
all the Judges, Benchers, and Serjeants of the Law, 
all the Reprefentatives of the People in Parliament, 
all the Civil Magiftracy of the Kingdom, and all 
the Officers of the Militia, Fleet, and Army, with 
all the Enfigns and Ornaments of their feveral Or- 
ders, and Profeffions, regularly aflembled, and 
formed into one folemn Proceffion. 

From the Houfe of binadab in Kirjath-Fearim 
the Ark was moved, and carrying on a new Cart, 
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with all poffible Marks of Joy and Feftivity in the 
King and his People, when an Accident happened, 
which made no little Abatement in the Pleafure of 
the Solemnity : This was the Lord’s fmiting Uzzad, 
one of Abinadal’s Sons, who drove the Carr, with 
Death, for having put forth his Hand and touched 
the Ark, with an Intention of fuftaining it, when 
it was, as he unfortunately apprehended, in Danger 
of being overthrown, by fome Unrulinefs of the 
Oxen that drew it. 

This has been confidered as a very fevere Difpen- 
fation of Providence, towards a Perfon who of- 
fended, to fay the worft, ignorantly, and, in all 
Probability, through a Refpect for the Almighty. 
Whether any Turn might be given to this Paffage, 
to render it more confiftent with our Ideas of Divine 
Equity and Goodnefs, I am incapable of determi- 
ning, though I had room for fuch a Difcuffion. 
Our Author's Reflections thereon are thefe : 

‘<¢ The Action was well intended, but it was an 
Action ftrictly prohibited by God, upon Pain 
of Death, and accordingly  punifhed as it de- 
“ ferved.—Uzzab erred, as the Text expreffes it, 
<< but it was from a grofs Neglect of enquiring 
«© into his Duty ; his Error was vincible, and there- 
fore punifhed as voluntary, -— 

‘¢ It is Matter of Aftonithment, how David, 
and all the Priefts and People, could fall into 
fuch an Error, and deviate fo ftrangely from 
the plain Precepts of the Law of God in this 
Point; which exprefly prohibited any, but the 
Priefts, to touch the .4ré, upon Pain of Death, 
(Numb.iv. 5, 15.) and any but the Levises to 
carry it. The beft Apology that can be made 
“ for them, is, that David now fucceeded to the 


‘¢ Throne after a long irreligtous Reign; in which 
«¢ the Ark, and every Thing relating to it, were 
“utterly neglected, efpecially after the Maflacre 
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<< of all thofe Priefts, whofe peculiar Bufinefs it was 
<¢ ¢o attend the Tabernacle (all but one young Man) 
«¢ and who were, inall Probability, the only Priefts 
‘¢ of that Realm that had ever feen it, or knew 
«© any Thing of its Rituals ; and there was not then, 
‘ probably, any one Prieft or Levite alive, who 


«s had ever feen it removed. 

“¢ It is true, the Philiftines had, about ninety 
«© Years before, removed the Ark with Impunity, 
¢¢ y Sam. vi. 7. in the fame Manner as the J/raelites 
«¢ did now: But they forgot, that what was par- 
«© donable in a Philiftine, who knew no better, might 
«© be highly criminal in an J//raelite. And furely 
«¢ there cannot be a ftronger Inftance of the Prone- 





«¢ Neighbours, in every Thing relating to Religion, 
¢ than this profane Imitation of the Practice of the 
‘< Pbiliftines, in Neglect of the exprefs Precepts 
© of their Duty. And, as all Veneration of that 
‘ facred Repofitory of the Commands of God had 
¢ Jong been loft and forgotten among the People, 
“© nothing lefs than fo fignal a Fudgment from Hea- 
“Ss ven, upon the Profanation of it, was /ufficient 
“ z9 recover @ proper Reverence of it in their 
“© Hearts.” 

The fignal Vengeance of God, upon the profane 
Temerity of Uzzab on this Occafion, ftruck David 
and his People, as our Author fays, into a ftrange 
Confternation ; and deterred the King from any 
further Removal of the Ark, till he was better in- 
formed about the due Manner of doing it; and 
in the mean time, he depofited it in the Houfe of 
Obed-Edom the Gittite. 

Here it continued three Months. At the End of 
this Space David again fummoned the Chiefs of the 
Kingdom, in order to remove it to his own Palace 
in Sion; and in the mean while, took Care to inform 
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himfelf particularly from the Law of God, how 
and in what Manner it ought to be removed, 

When the Priefts and Levites were thoroughly 
inftructed in all the Parts and Circumftances of their 
Duty, and diftinguifhed into their feveral Clafies 
and Offices, David then compofed the xxivth Pfaim, 
fer it to Mufic, and gave it, with all its Parts, vo- 
cal and inftrumental, to Cheneniah, Chief of the 
Levites, his Mafter of the Song; who was to in- 
ftruét the feveral Performers in their Parts, vocal 
and inftrumental. 

He then caufed all the Levites that attended the 
Ark, to the Number of eight hundred and fixty- 
two, to be clad in Robes of rich white Silk; and 
when they were all properly prepared and fanctified 
for that facred Office, he then put off his Royal 
Veftments, and affluming the Character of an hum- 
ble Attendant on the 4rk of God, he put ona long 
Robe of the fame Kind with thofe worn by the Le- 
vites, and over that a Linnen Ephod, which our 
Author very particularly defcribes, 

When the 4rk was lifted up, David led the Pro- 
ceffion, — and his Joy increafed, as that went hap- 
pily on: ** God had filled his Heart with Gladneis, 
‘© and he was not afhamed to fhew it, in all the 
‘s genuine Effects and Expreffions of Tranfport:s 
«¢ Singing and Shouting, and Leaping and Dancing 
‘© before the Lord, according as the various Mea- 
«© {ures of the Mufic infpired and direéted, till he 
‘© arrived at the Tabernacle, and fixed the ark in 
‘s its Place.” 

Our Author agrees with the Generality of Com- 
mentators, that the xxivth P/a/m was compofed and 
fet to Mafic upon this Occafion, and fung in the 
Cavalcade. It is undoubtedly, as he fays, written 
in the Way of Dialogue, and muft as undoubtedly 
have been fung in the fame Manner. * Let feru- 
“¢ falemthen, the City of God, be confidered as an 
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«© Emblem of Heaven; the Court of the Taber- 
«¢ nacle, the Region of God’s more immediate 
“< Refidence ; the Tabernacle, his Palace ; and the 
“s Ark, his Throne: Let this be confidered, and 
«¢ the moft inattentive Reader cannot fail of being 
‘“¢ ftruck with the Beauty and Sublimity of its 
‘¢ Compofition, and the Propriety to the Occafion. 

‘© Let the King be fuppofed to begin the Con- 
‘© cert with a folemn and fonorous Recitative of 
«¢ thefe Sentences. 

“Kino. Lhe Earth is the Lord’s, and all that 
“s therein is! the Compa/s of the World, and they 
“ that dwell therein. 

‘s Let the Chorus of vocal Mufic then take up 
«¢ the Song, and fing the fame Words, in a more 
«¢ tuneful and elaborate Harmony ; then let all the 
<¢ Inftruments, and whole Chorus of the People, 
<¢ fall in with them,— 

‘© Tet the Chorus be then divided, each finging 
«© intheir Turns (and both joining in the Clofe) 
“* For be bath founded it upon the Seas, and pre- 
“¢ pared it upon the Floods. 

“© Letthis Part of the Mufic be fuppofed to have 
¢¢ Jafted till the Proceffion reached the Foot of the 
‘s Hill of Sion, or near it; then let the King be 
<¢ prefumed to have ftepped forth, and begun again, 
«sin a {weet and folemn Tone: 

‘“ Kinc. Who fhall afcend into the Hill of the 
“© Lord? And who fhall vife up in bis Holy 
“s Place ? 

“ Sincers, ift Cuorus. Even he that bath 
“¢ clean Hands, and a pure Heart. 

‘© ad Cuorus. That bath not lift up bis Mind 
“< unto Vanity, nor fworn to deceive bis Neigh- 
‘© hour, &c. 

‘+ Let this Part of the Mufic be fuppofed to 


‘s have lafted till they reached the Gates of the 
“¢ City. 


‘> Then 
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‘¢ Then the King began again, in that moft fub- 
¢¢ |ime and heavenly Strain.—— 

ss Kina. Lift up your Heads, ye Gates; and be 
<* ye lift up, ye everlafting Doors; and the King of 
“ Glory fhall come in. 

“Au. Lift up your Heads, ye Gates, &c. 
«© Pe: sons appointed to keep the Gates, Or 
perhaps the Matrons of Ferufalem meeting him 
there, as they did Sauz/ upon his Return from the 
“¢ Philiftine Conqueft, 1 Sam. xviii. 

Who is the King of Glory ? 

“¢ aft CHorus. Jt is the Lord firong and mighty, 
‘© even the Lord mighty in Battle. 

i; 2d Cuorus. Lt is the Lord firong and mighty, 
ce c. 

“< ALL. He ts the King of Glory; he is the King 
** of Glory. 

‘¢ And now, fays our Author, let us fuppofe the 
«© Inftruments to take up the fame Air, (the King, 
«¢ the Princes, and the Matrons, moving to the 
«¢ Meafure) and continue them to the Gates of the 
ss Court of the Tabernacle. 

‘¢ Then let the King again begin : 

‘© Kino. Lift ap your Heads, ye Gates, &c. 

¢¢ And be followed and anfwered as before. 

«¢ Al! clofing,—— Inftrumerts founding, Chorus 
‘¢ finging, People fhouting.” 

He is the King of Glory. 

How others may think upon the Point, he can- 
not fay, nor pretend to prefcribe ; but, for his own 
Part, he has no Notion of hearing, or of any Man’s 
ever “having feen or heard, any Thing fo great, fo 
folemn, fo celeftial, on this Side the Gates of 
Heaven. 

It is in the eleventh Chapter that we have the 
Conclufion of our Author’s Narrative of the Pro- 
ceffion of the 4rk, And here he reétifies a Miftake, 


of 


© 


” 


4 


ww 
a 














30 The Works of the LearNeD. Aft. 1. 


of vaft Confequence indeed, into which certain 
Commentators have ftrangely ran, who will have 
this Proceffion to be a military one; whereas it 
was entirely and fecurely pacific ; and is in Truth, 
he fays, a fine Comment upon David's entire Re- 
liance and implicit Confidence in the Protection of 
Almighty God, grounded upon that repeated Com- 
mand to his People, that all their Males fhould ap- 
pear thrice every Year before the Lord, in the Place 
that he fhould chufe, and that amazing Promife an- 
nexed, that no Man fhould invade their Land, or 
affaule their Cities, when they were fo deferted of 
their Defenders (Exod. xxxiv. 24.). Nor is there 
one Inftance of any Attempt made upon the People 
of God, by any one of their Enemies, in this an- 
nual Defertion of their Cities, from the earlieft Afra 
of their Hiftory. 

Our Author recollects but two religious Procef- 
fions of Note, in the Accounts of the Heathen 
World ; neither of which, however, in his humble 
Opinion, deferves to be once mentioned with this. 
The firft is that of J4/cibiades, in which he con- 
ducted and protected the Priefts, in the Celebration 
of the great Myfteries in Honour of Minerva; but 
by no Means tn the Manner that David conduéted his 
Proceffion, but quite otherwife, in a moft magnificent 
military Apparatus ; which gained him as much Re- 
putation, and mote Efteem, than any of his military 
Atchievements, The next is, a Proceffion of 4n- 
tiochus Epipbanes, in Honour of Bacchus, particu- 
larly defcribed by Atheneus (1. 5.) in which Satyrs 
and Silenzi, that is, |.ewdnefs and Drunkennefs, and 
other abominable Ernblems, richly and pompoufly 
arrayed, and crowned in all the Splendor’and Mag- 
nificence of Monarchs, made up the principal and 
moft diftinguifhed Part of the Pomp. But to re- 
turn to the Narrative: 
| When 
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When the Ark of God was depofited in its 
Place, David and his People offered Burnt- Offerings 
and Peace. Offerings, which our Author thinks were 
very numerous, and of the moft valuable Kinds. 

The Sacrifices were followed by a Pfalm, re- 
cited at Length, 1 Chron. xvi. exprefly faid to be 
on that Day firft delivered to A/aph and bis Bre- 
thren to thank the Lord. Our Author has defcanted 
on this beautiful Piece. 

David having praifed the Lord, and bleffed the 
People, the whole Multitude were feafted ; the 
King diftributing to every one of J/rael, both Man 
and Woman, a Loaf of Bread, a good Piece of Flefh, 
and a Flagcon of Wine, 1 Chron, xvi. 3. 

Our Author, for certain Reafons which he offers, 
concludes it was now the Feaft of Tabernacles. The 
Cuftom then was with the Zews, to erect Bowers of 
Ever-greens of various Kinds, on the Tops of their 
Houfes, and likewife in Ranges throughout the 
larger Streets of the City, Ned. viti. wherein they 
continued during the Feftival-Seafon, in Memory 
of their living in Booths and Tents while they wan- 
dered through the Wildernefs, Now, to our Au- 
thor, as he tells us, ‘* a City regularly built, the 
«© Palace in the Centre, crowned with Bowers, and all 
¢ the Streets fhooting out regularly from it, adorned 
‘© inthe fame Manner, the City in the Centre of 
«© many fruitful Hills; encompaffing it like an 
‘* Amphitheatre, and thefe alfo covered with Tents 
«© and Bowers, muft form ope of the moft beautiful 
“¢ Landfkips the human Imagination can conceive ; 
“¢ efpecially by Night, when an infinite Number of 
‘ Lights, glimmering through the Branches, exhi- 
*< bited, as it were, fo many Moons breaking from 
“© behinda Cloud. And how mutt the human Heart 
‘© of him that beheld this be dilated with Joy, when 
“* he faw the City in that Situation afterwards de- 
“* fcribed by L/aiab, Foy and Gladue/s fhall be found 
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*s therein, Thauk{giving, and the Voice of Melody; 
«< when he confidered all thefe Bowers, filled with 
«¢ People, happy in the Confcience of having difchar- 
‘¢ ged their Duty towards God, and rejoicing after it ? 
‘¢ But infinitely happier he, who could fay to him- 
«< felf, I am, under God, the Fountain of all this 
«© Felicity ! 

‘¢ Happy that Prince, far happy beyond the 
common Fate of Kings, I had almoft faid, be- 
** yond the Lot of Mortals, whofe Peoples Piety 
«sis the Effect of his Inftruction and Example, 
‘«¢ and their genuine unpolluted Joy the Fruit of his 
¢¢ Bounty !” 

Our Author has made a Comparifon of David's 
Munificence on this grand Occafion with that of 
Craffus, who is celebrated for entertaining the People 
of Rome at ten thoufand Tables in one Day, and 
gives the Preference vaftly to that of his Hero; the 
Glory of which, he fays, feems to have held a 
higher Proportion to that of Crafus, thanthe Fame of 
his Prowefs to that of Saul 5 Saul flew hts Thoufands, 
and David bis Ten Thoufands : Craffus feafted his 
Myriads, David his Millions. ‘* Can he be de- 
‘© nied to be, in this Inftance, the Max after God’s 
“© own Heart 2 Whom elfe, or what elfe, could he 
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‘¢ imitate in this Aét of unexampled Beneficence, 
‘© but the Bounty of that Being, who openeth his 
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Hand, and filleth all Things living with Plen- 
* teoufnefs ?* 
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* With all Submiffion to our great Author, and without de 
tra€ting from the real Conformity of Davia’s with the Divine 
Character; there is this wide Difference between God’s Bounty 
and his! God beftows upon his Creatures what is abfolutely 
his own, what he never received in any Wey from them, and 
what the very beit can hardly, if atall, be faid to have merited 
at his Hands ; whereas David only returned, to a People who 
had raifed hin from a low Eftate to a fublime Pitch of Power, 
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When David had made an End of this folemn 
Affair, he returned to his own Houfe. But before 
he reached it, he was met by his Wife Michal, who, 
in her Impotence of Rage and Indignation, went 
out to.meet him; ** She had feen from her Window 
«¢ the whole Order of the Proceffion, as it entered 
‘¢ and paffed through the City, and her Hufband 
‘< in Tranfport of Joy, dancing and playing at the 
‘© Head of it! The haughty Daughter of the 
‘s haughty Saa/ could not bear to fee fo great a 
“< King, divefted of all his Enfigns of Royalty, 
“¢ and debafed into an humble. Attendant upon the 
‘© Ark. In her Opinion, his Majefty fuffered by 
‘< {uch a Demeanour, and his Dignity was dif- 
<‘ graced; and fhe vented her Refentment in the 
‘¢ bittereft Reproaches her Malice could invent,. or 
“ Rage fuggeft. How glorious, fays fhe, was the 
“© King of lfrael to Day, who uncovered himfelf to 
“¢ Day in the Eyes of the Handmaids of bis Ser- 
“© yants, as one of the vain Fellows fhamelefly un- 
“© covereth him/felf ! 

David, who knew fo well, our Author fays, how 
to unite the Humility of a Saint with the Majefty 
of a Monarch, anfwered her with a noble and juft 
Difdain, confcious of, and appealing to God for 
the Purity of his Intentions, in the Action with 
which fhe upbraided him: Before Febovah,— 
which chofe me before thy Father, and before ail bis 
Houfe, to appoint me Ruler over. the People of the 
Lord, over Ifrael: Therefore will 1 play before Fe- 
hovah, and will be more vile than thus, and will be 
bafe in mine own Sight ; and of the Handmaids which 
thou haft {poken of, of them fhall 1 be bad in Honours 


Wealth, and Dignity, a very {mall Pittance of what he had: 
firft received from them. Let it be {aid, that much of his. 
Wealth was derived from his conquered Neighbours. Grant it 
to be fo, his Subjeéts deferved at leaft a Share of it, who had 
affifted him in the gaining of it. 
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This Reply, our Author notes, feems to. have 
had little Influence on the proud Michal; and pofii- 
bly this was the Ground of that Reflection, fub- 
joined to David’s Anfwer by the facred Penman, 
therefore Michal, the Daughter of Saul, bad no Child 
unto the Day of ber Death. 

But, after all, fuppofing David had not been 
wholly acted in this Point by religious Motives, 
there was ftill no Reafon, as our Author evinces, 
for cenfuring him in this Matter: And yet he 
knows no one Paffage in the facred Writings, which 
has been made more the Objeét of Libertine Re- 
proach and Ridicule, than this of his Dancing in 
the Proceffion of the 4vk. Mr. Bayle, we are told, 
is worthily placed at the Head of thefe Libertine 
Revilers.— ‘+ He difcuffes and diftinguifhes upon 
<< this Point, with his ufual and much adored Pene- 
<< tration ; determining, that if David uncovered 
«¢ his Nakednefs, the Action might pafs for an ill 
«s one, morally fpeaking ; but if he only made 
himfelf contemptible by his Poftures, and by 
s¢.not fupporting the Dignity of his Character, it 
«¢,.was but an Imprudence. 

_** He then cautions the Reader, with great Gra- 
vity, to confider the Occafion of thefe Capers, 
and this Excefs of Joy,, Gc. 

‘¢ He next quotes a Paflage from a modern Au- 
thor, who endeavoured to juftify the Nakednefs 
of Francis of Affife, by that of David; and 
concludes all wih that known Candour which 
eminently reigns in all his Reafonings relating to 
David, that it would be thought very ftrange alt 
_over Europe, if, zpon a Day of Proceffion of the 
“ Holy Sacrament, Kings fhould dance in the Streets, 
“s qithout any thing but a little Safo round the 
Waijt.” 
To thefe wicked Infinuations of Mr. Bayle our 
Author replies, with a Multitude of Phrafes here 
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omitted, to this Purpofe. The Caviller, he fays, 
has determined upon this Point (of David’s Dancing) 
in the three Characters of Cafuift, Critic, and Hifto- 
rian: He enquires into his Conduét in each of thefe 
Qualities. In the firft Place, he fubmits it to the 
candid Reader, whether a common Cafuift would 
not be apt to obferve, in Anfwer to the firft of 
thefe Decifions (and, he dare fay, the whole College 
of Phyficians, and Society of Surgeons, would be 
apt to fupport him in it) ‘* that uncovering the 
«s Nakednefs, fimply, and as fuch, never was, nor 
“6 can be deemed, an Action morally evil; and 
‘s that, if it were fo, no -Greatnefs of Qccafion, or 
«© Goodnefs of Intention, could jultify it. And 
therefore the Decifions of this great Genius, upon 
this Point, far from bringing any new Light 
¢¢ into the World, tend only to deftroy what it had 
s¢ before, and to no Purpofe; inafmuch as they 
neither juftify David, nor condemn him.” 
In the next Place, if the Cafe of France's of 
Affe was parallel to that of David, Mr. Bayle 
fhould have told us fo; and if it was not, he fhould 
have fhewn the Difference. He has done neither: 
What new Light then arifes to the Reader from 
this Vein of Ridicule ? Or, what are we to conclude 
either in Honour of his Accuracy, or Integrity, from 
this Conduct ? 

As to his laft Reprefentation of David, under the 
Image of an European Prince, dancing naked in 
the Proceffion of the Sacrament, without any thing 
but a little Safh about the Waift, our Author owns, 
he is utterly at a Lofs what to fay to it. However, 
he has employed five or fix Pages about it ; the 
Stile and Phrafeology of all which is charming ° 
But I fhall fet down a Summary only of the Sub- 
{tance. Thus, Mr. Bayle has, indeed, exhibiied a moft 
fhameful Image ef Indecency to the Reader in his 
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Account of the Matter; but moft certainly, it 1s 
not Davia’s, nor known to the facred Writer. 

Had Mr. Bayle read no more in the facred Story, 
but that David was girded with a Linnen Epbod, 
could he have naturally concluded from thence that 
he was naked ; of would the direét contrary have 
been the natural Inference ? Suppofe the Ephod 
(againft the cleareft Demonftration to the contrary) 
to be nothing but a Safh, there is no Inftance or 
Sufpicion of its ever being worn alone. The Ufe 
of it, as of all Safhes, muft be to bind, and keep 
fuccin&, the Robe it furrounded ; fo that the Phrafe 
of being girded with a Linnen Epbod, far trom 
implying Nakednefs, plainly implies a Vefture. 

When the facred Text intorms us, that Deeg flew 
in one Day Fourfcore and five Perfons that wore a 
Linnen Epiod, did it ever enter into any Man’s 
Head to imagine that all thefe (aged and venerable 
Priefts) went ftark naked, all but a little Safh about 
the Waift? Or, when it is faid, that Samuel mini- 
fired before the Lord, being a Child, girded with a 
Linnen Epbod, was it ever imagined that he mini- 
{tred ftark naked, all but a little Safh about the 
Wait? Not to infift, that his Mother might then 
have {pared herfeif the Trouble of bringing him his 
annual Coat, 

There never, as our Author evinces by a Detail 
of Particulars, was any public Worfhip fo guarded 
againft any Degree of Nudity or Indecency in the 
Adniiniftration of it, as that of the 4Zaronic Prieft- 
hood ; an effentia] Part of whofe Ecclefiaftical Ap- 
parel the Ephod was, and the Girdle of the Ephod, 
which was to bind all the other Parts of their Gar- 
ment, and keep them tight. Under all were Linnen 
Breeches. Thefe the Priefts wore, and were prohi- 
bited, on Pain of Death, to approach the Altar, 
or miniter inthe Holy Place without them. 
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Davip now miniftred in a facred Solemnity ; he 
fo far put himfelf into the Prieft’s Habit, as to 
wear the Epbod, its Robe, and its Girdle. Is it to 
be imagined he would omit the only Part of that 
Drefs which could not be omitted in the Mini- 
ftration of facred Things, but upon Penalty of 
Death ? 

Again, when Princes, or other Perfons, put off 
their Robes of State, did it ever enter into the Idea 
of fuch an Unrobing, that they ftripped themfelves 
ftark naked? And therefore, though we had not 
been told that David put on a Robe of fine white 
Silk on this Occafion, and girded it with a Linuen 
Epbod, 1 Chron. xv. 27. and though we had no 
Reafon to believe, that he added any other Part of 
the Prieftly Drefs, we fhould rationally have con- 
cluded, that, upon itripping off his regal Robe, 
his under Garb continued the fame as before; nor 
fhould we have haftily believed that any Man, in 
his Senfes, would, at his Time of Life, above Forty, 
and in that cool Seafon which fucceeds Autumn, 
{trip himfelf ftark naked. If no Regard to De- 
cency, yet, furely, a common Care of Health 
would forbid it. 

But, after a!l, the {tripping off of his regal Robes 
might fufficiently juftity Michal’s Expreffion of his 
uncovering bimfelf. | 

I fear | have already tranfgreffed, with Refpeét to 
the Length of this Article ; yet I am loath to con- 
clude, till I have given the Reader a View of all 
that our Author has favoured us with relating to the 
Affair now before us. And, in order tothis, I muft 
proceed to fay fomething of the twelfth and thirteenth 
Chapters. 

The former of thefe is a Digreffion, containing a 
fhort Enquiry, in what Part of the City of David 
the Ark was depofited. Our Author acknowledges, 
that fome may fancy a Refolution of this Pointa 
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Matter of mere Curiofity. He himfelf confiders it 
as of more Confequence. If any of my Readers are 
of the fame Opinion, they may have Recourfe to 
the Original. For my Part, I muft own, I have 
not been able to difcover the Importance of it; 
though [am not altogether infenfible of our Au- 
thor’s Intention therein, And I judge, from what 
is there fufficiently perceiveible, that it muft have 
siven him great Pleafure, while he fojourned in this 
Metropolis, to fee its magnificent Cathedral, in the 
Heart of it, towering above all its Palaces, 

The thirteenth Chapter is really a Curiofity in its 
Kind ; it is @ Differtation upon Dancing, in which 
David's Dancing before the Ark is examined, and 
vindicated. It is introduced with a folemn Lamen- 
tation of the Infolence of Libertines, who have per- 
petually made David’s Dancing a Subject of Ridi- 
cule; and of the Pufillanimity of Chriftian Wri- 
ters, ’ of all Sorts, and Commentators, who feem,. 
as my Text has it, to hang down their Heads, as 
this Proceffion of the Ark pafles, in Coniufion for 
the King of J/rael; fome of them, now-and-then, 
dropping a fhort Word in his Excute ; not one daring 
to publifh one Page in his Vindication. 

In this fad Situation of Things, wherein it may 
be thought a rafh and arducus Attempt, to adven- 
ture any Juftification of his Condué& in this Inftance, 
our generous and gallant Author ftands forth his 
Champion; and evinces, by the Authority of the 
Opinions and Practice of the wifeft and beft Men, 
in the wifeft and beft Ages, added to the Precepts 
of God himfelf upon the Point, that his Behaviour, 
in that Particular, which Infidels have made fo merry 

with, and Believers themfelves have cowardly ior- 
borne to defend, was entirely wife and virtuous, 

Firft, then, our Author finds Dancing mixed with 
the religious Ceremonies of the JYews, from Mofes to 
David, practifed and enjoined by David, not reproved 
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by Mofes; practifed by the moft religious King, and 
by the Sifter of the beft and moft religious Lawgiver, 
and commanded, as he apprehends, by God him- 
felf*. And therefore the only Enquiry is, whether 
this Appointment was worthy af God? To deter- 
mine which, it muft be confidered, whether the Action 
was fufficiently ferious, or capable of being fuired 
to. the Purpofes of , Religion. 

In anfwer hereunto, our Author foon fatisfied him- 
felf, from God’s exprefly and repeatedly commanding 
his People to rejoice in their facred Solemnities be- 
fore him, that Chearfulnefs and Gaiety of Heart were, 
in many Circumftances, as well fuited to the Pur- 
pofes of Religion, as the moft folemn Gravity, 

Again, that the Proceffion of the 4rk was flow 
and folemn, is beyond all Doubt. This our Author 
proves, by fhewing the Abfurdity of a contrary 
Suppofition: For, the Singers and - Trumpeters 
went foremoft; and it is evident, that, if the 
Proceffion had not been flow, with proper Refts for 
the Mufic, and relieving the Carriers of the rk, nei- 
ther could the firft find Breath for their Voices, nor 
the fecond for their Inftraments, . 

In the next Place, David’s Dancing and Leap- 
ing are a Proof of this: If the Proceffion were 
not flow, he could find convenient Place for neither, 
‘© Now it is evident from the Text, that his Leap- 
«¢ ing was that kind of Bounding and Springing from 
the Ground, which is fo rematkable in the Lamb 
and the Deer; {pringing up high in Air, and 
¢* rifing again upon the Defcent, as if the Body re- 
‘¢ bounded from the Earth by its own elaftic Force ; 
‘* an Actjon requiring and denoting great Activity 
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* Inafmuch as the Precept relating to this Feftival, the Feat 
of Tabernacles, Deut. xvi. 14. which we tranflate, Thou /balt 
rejoice in thy Feafts, is, in the Letter of the Original, Thou alt 
rejoice in thy Dance. And David's Praftice is the beft Comment 
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<¢ and Strength ; the moft fprightly, playful, and 
‘¢ pleafing of all animal Motions; and fuch as 
« could not be exerted, but in the moft ereét and 
«¢ graceful Attitude.” 

Our Author’s next Enquiry was, in order to fa- 
tisfy himfelf and us of the Propriety of David’s Be- 
haviour in the Cafe before us, whether Dancing any 
Way tended to the Happinefs of Mankind,—to 
make them healthful, — innocently joyful,— to form 
their Manners to Piety and Virtue : For all which he 
concludes in the Affirmative. 

After fhewing how Dancing conduces to Hea!th- 
fulneis, he proceeds to let us fee how productive it 
isof Joy. ** It is, fays he, a moft natura] Expref- 
‘¢ fion of Joy, and at the fame Time a natural 
¢ Fountain of Joy; it raifes the Spirits beyond the 
<¢ Power of Wine, and diffufes Feftivity and Ala- 
“< crity throughout the whole Frame; and as no- 
‘¢ thing is more agreeable to the Creator, than the 
«¢ innocent Felicity of his Creatures, fo nothing 
could at once better become his Wifdom and his 
Goodnefs, than to contrive his religious Inftitu- 
“«¢ tions, fo as to make his Creatures find their Feli- 
‘¢ city in their Difcharge of Duty to him.” 

Our.Author’s third Queftion is, whether Dancing 
be capable of forming the Manners to Piety and 
Virtue ? And in order to determine this, he befeeches 
the candid Reader to fufpend his Prejudices (he 
might well have added, and his Laughter) fora few 
Moments ; and calmly to confider, that Dancing is 
a Scienceof Imitation, as Mufic, Poetry,and Sculpture 
are ; and its principal Purpofe is, to reprefent to the 
L.ifethe Actions of Men ; and exprefs the feveral Paf- 
fions that agitate them, by gracefu) meafured Motions; 
‘* and confequently, this Science of Imitation is as 
‘< capable as any of the reft (perhaps more fo) to 
‘© be applied to the Formation of the Manners.” 
This our Author confirms from ancient and modern 

lliftory, 
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Hiftory. But after all, it muft be confefied, his In- 


{tances only fhew, that lewd Inclinations and martial 
Ardours may be reprefented or infpired by this Exer- 
cife. However, he is pleafed to add,—** It 1s 
«<< equally applicable to the Promotion of Humility, 
«« Piety, Penitence, and full Truft and Confidence in 
«s the Power and Protection of Almighty God. I 
ss would otherwife follow, that none of thefe Vir- 
tues could be either reprefented in Picture, or per- 
fonated in Sculpture, or in Life ; a Pofition foolifh 
in itfelf, and falfe in Fa&. It is crue, David's 
«s Dancing, upon the Removal of the 4ré&, feems to 
<< have beenexprefliveof JoyandT hank{giving only; 
ss and, that properly effected, his End was an{wered. 
«¢ But had he been called upon to praife God in the 
Dance. upon other folemn Occafions, I, for my 
«© own Part*, dare not fay or promife, that his 
¢¢ Dancing, I mean, his moving in certain ferious 
and folemn Meafures, fyited to Mufic of the fame 
«¢ Character and Tendency, might not have been 
«sas inftructive and affeCting, to all the Purpofes 
of Piety, as his Poetry and Penitence. [ do, from 
«¢ my Soul, believe it might be more fo, on this Oc- 
66 cafion of public and religious Joy, than both; 
when all the Powers of Harmony, Melody,-Mea- 
fure, graceful Action, and Hands and Eyes lifted 
«¢ up to Heaven, were added to the natural Force, 
«¢ Energy, and Sublimity of thofe noble Compofi. 
*¢ tions.” 

Having thus convinced his Readers, that the 
Inftitution of Dancing, as a Ceremonial of Religion, 
was no way unworthy the Fountain of Felicity to 
appoint, or the Man after God’s own Heart to 
practife, and having appealed to the Reader againft 
Mr, Bayle, whether, in his. Sneers upon Davyjq’s 
Dancing, he hath not drawn upon himfelf the Im- 
putation of Ignorance, Rafhnefs, and immodefty , 
our Author. next Jets himfelf to examine (more for 


| others 
* Tt is our Author here fpeaks. 
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others Satisfaction than his own) the Judgment of 
Antiquity upon this Point. 

And here he found a furprifing Conformity of 
the People of God with the Opinions and Praétice 
of the wifeft and moft philofophic Men of the Hea- 
then World in Relation to this Matter. With them 
alfo he found its Origin deduced from Heaven, and 
the Patronage thereof given by fome to.the Mu/es, 
by others to Orpheus and Mu/feus, or Caffoy and 
Pollux, or to Minerva. 

He found it alHfo practifed by the wifeft Nations, 
upon the molt folemn and ferious Occafions ; in 
their Sacrifices, their Proceffions, and in their mili- 
tary Marches. Nay, Lucian exprefly fays, that 
among the Ancients, no religious Ceremony was ac- 
counted rightly accomplifhed without Dancing. 

ATHENwS likewife has gathered great Autho- 
rities upon this Head... Our Author mentions only 
four ; one is Pindar, who calls Apollo a Dancer ; 
another is Homer, or one of the Homeride, who in 
the Hymns to Apollo, expreffes himfelf concerning 
that God, as if he had juft beheld David in the 
Proceffion, Nor did the Ancients, as Atheneus 
fays, think Dancing beneath the Dignity even of 
Jupiter ; of whom Eumelus the Corinthian fays, 


Dane'd in the midft the Sire of Gods and Men. 


He tells us alfo (/. xiv. p. 628.) that there was a 
graceful and magnificent Kind of Dance in Ufe 
with the Athenian Chorus, of which Socrates fays, 
in one of his Poems, 


Who in the Chorus honour beft the Gods, 
Are beft in Battle. 


Our Author found Dancing alfo celebrated by the 
moft ancient and venerable Poets; he found high 
Praifes 
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Prailes upon it, in the Mouths of the ablét Phi- 
lofophers 5 with many ferious Precepts for the Regu- 
lation of the Practice ; and Reflections on the Ufe 
and. Importance of it to the Formation of the 
Manners, | 

In one Word, he found it practifed by the wifeft 
Men, by more than one of the greateft Heroes, and 
by the moft dignified Monarch of all Antiquity ; 
and practifed to this Day, from the earlieft An- 
tiquity, by feveral Nations of the Eaft and South. 

He then afked himfelf, can all Antiquity be mif- 
taken and deluded in this Point, from M/s to So- 
crates, and from Socrates to Plutarch ? Would Ab- 
mer haye made a Chorus of Dancers an Ornament 
of his Hero’s Shield, and that Ornament the Work 
of a God? And would he ellewhere (Ody/- 1. 8.) 
have placed a Chorus of Dancers under the Con- 
duct and Direction of the Divine Demodochus, at 
once modulating their Meafures with his Voice and 
Lyre ? And would Hefod have made another Cho- 
rus the Ornament of the Shield of Hercules, a Hero 
and a Demi-God, had Dancing been below the Re- 
gard of Mortals-? 

Thefe are followed by many other Queftions to 
the fame Purpofe: As, would the Egypriays, the 
Spartans, the Athenians, the Thefalians, the Cretans, 
have ufed this I’xercife in the moft folemn Services 
of their Gods, if it had been in itfelf either indecent, 
unwife, or unvirtuous? Would Cyrus and Sucrates, 
would Plato and the Romans, would Plutarch, fay 
and do fevera] Vhings, which our Author has moft 
eloquently {pecified, in Favour thereof, if it had 
been in any Refpect unworthy of fuch Saints and 
Heroes? 

‘© And fhall the fupercilious Sneers of a few 
** conceited fuperficial Moderns, weigh down al] 
‘© thelé Authorities and Examples? Are we to take 
*© the Meafures of fit and juft, from our own Con- 

** celt 
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“© ceic and Ignorance, from our Prejudices, Ufages 
<s and Manners, efpecially in Climes fo different, 
and Agesand Countries fo remote from the Prac- 
tices we reprehend ? Let me be allow’d at leaft 
to doubt, whether a little lefs Arrogance, and . 
more Modefty, might not better become us. 

‘s Let Mr. Bayle then and his whole Tribe of 
‘¢ minute Admirers and Followers, accufe and re- 
«¢ vile David, for praifing God in the Dance, and 
let the Wifdom of Egypt, the South, and the 
Eaft, acquit him! Let pollo and Hercules, 
Cajtor and Pollux, Minerva and the Mufes, juf- 
tify him and applaud him! Let ** and *** 
and *** (Names with which I fhall not, in In- 
dulgence to my Vanity adorn this Work) fatyrize 
«© him; and Mu/eus, and (if the Reader thinks fit) 
“* Orpheus, Homer, Hefiod, Simonides, and Pindar, 
“¢ celebrate him! Let Cyrus and Leonidas, Cleo- 
“s menes and Scipio the elder, fupport him! Ler 
Socrates, Plato, Plutarch, Strabo, and even Lu- 
cian, ) vindicate and revere him! And what is in- 
¢ finitely aboveall thefe put together, let the God of 
«¢ Heaven commend and accept him! ” 

It is impoffible to read all thefe exquifite Reflec- 
tions which have been cited from this Chapter, with- 
out growing almott as merry as David was, onthe 
glorious Occafion they relate to. But we have well 
nigh done with this blithfome Part of our Subject. 
Our pious Author clofes it with two fhort Obferva- 
tions, which, according to his ufual Modefty, he de- 
fires to be indulged in. 

The firft is, that the Inftitution of the Saliz, or 
Priefts: of Mars, among the Romans, was derived 
from the Fewi/ Priefthood. Having made this out, 
by a Conformity of Habit between the Chiefs of each 
Order, and of certain Cuftoms in their refpective 
Rites, he procedes. 
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Secondly, to remark, that the Joy and Feftivity 
enjoined the Jews in their religious Solemnities, 
gave a moft noble and diftinguifhed Pre-eminence to 
the Ceremonials ot God’s Appointment, to his pe- 
culiar People, above thofe of the deluded Héathen 
round about them. * Whilft the Priefts of Baa? 
¢ were crying and cutting their Flefh in Honour of 
« their Idols, the Priefts of the true God were in 
« high Enjoyment of their Being, and finging Hal]- 
lelujahs to their Maker *! Whilft the wretched 
Worthippers of Thammuz were weeping the 
Death, and whining in doleful Strains, the lewd 
and adulterous Love of their fabled Divinity ; the 
Maidens and Matrons of J/rael were dancing, 
playing upon Pfalteries and Timbrels, and fing- 
ing Songs of Joy and Thankfgiving, to the God © 
of Life, and to the pure Fountain of Love! 
Bleffed Difparity, Pre-eminence worthy the God 
of Mercy and Truth, and Fountain of Felicity ! * 
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ARTICLE IL. 


Ocuvres de M. Fontenelle. Nouvelle Edition, 
augmentée, Six Tomesin O€tayo. Paris, 


1743- 


Onfieur de Fontenelle’s Merit is fo univerfally 

and fo juftly acknowledged, that his Works, 
in whatever Shape they appear, will always meet 
with the moft favourable Reception from the Pub- 
lic. The prefent Edition has fomething further to 
recommend it, than the meer Neatnefs of the Im- 
preffion, as it is enriched with feveral additional 


* With no lefs Devotion probably then is to be found in the 
Choriiters of our Cathedrals at this Day. 


Pieces 
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Pieces of this Author, fome of which, tho’ written 
at a very advanced Time of Life, when (to ufe his 
own Expreffions in a Speech to the French Academy 
in 1741,)* hehad almoft feen like Neffor three Ages 
« of learned Men arife in that Affembly * ” carry no 
Marks‘ with them of the Decay of his Genius thro’ 
the Infirmicy of Years. It would be unneceffary 
even' t6 mention his former Writings, with which 
every Lover of polite Learning has been long con- 
verfant ; fince'thofe, which are new in this Colleétion, 
will afford fufficient Matter for an entertaining Ar- 
ticle; and‘ out of them I fhall feleét fuch; as turn 
upon the moft interefting Subjects, to give a particu- 
lar Account of; wiz. A fhore Hiftory of the 
Frenth Stage +; ; The Life of the Elder Corneille § ; 
did an Eloge upon’ M. de la Morte || (fo well 
known for his Difputé with Madam Dacier) pro- 
riounced in the Academy, at the Reception of the 
Bifhop of Luzon his Succeffor. 

The Account of the French Theatre is intended 
by M. Fontenelle, as an Introduction to the Memoirs 
of Corneille, whofe Genius muft appear in a ftronger 
Light, when we take a View of the State of the 
Drama, .before he reformed and raifed it to: its pre- 
fent Degree of Perfection. Theatrical Reprefenta- 
tions were not known in France till the 15th Cen- 
tury; and the oldeft Dramatic Pieces extant are 
form’d on the Myfteries of Chriftianity; Subjects © 
of all-other the moft improper for the Stage, ahd 
which, one fhould imagine, could never have found 
Admittance there. The Audience generally ad- 
journed from Sermon tothe Play, where they feem’d 
to imagine their Faith was ftrengthen’d and enliven- 
ed, by feeing thofe Faéts in the facred Story: re- 

refented under fenfible Images, which they had be- 
love heard defended and explained irom the Pulpit. 


* Tome 3eme, Page 380, $Ibid.p.3. §p.81. i] p. 348. 
Our 
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Our Author gives us the Seenary of one thefe Per- 
formances, entitled, «* TheHiftory of Ye/us Chrift 
‘s from his Birth to his Refurreétion , ” and obferves 
very juftly, “ that our Ainceftors, plunged in the 
«s darkeit Ignorance, and inftructed by Mendtwcant 
‘© Friays, were incapable of forming Notions of 
‘© Religion fuitable to: its Dignity and: Importance. 
‘© Their Minds could no otherwife comprehend its 
‘¢ fublime Doétrines, than by low and vulgar Ideas.” 
The Piece above mention’d: is opened by: St. Fobn 
the Baptifi, who preaches an: excellent Sermon: to 
the Fews, adapted to a modern Congregation, with 
a Text, proper Heads, and a few practical Infe- 
rences. In another Scene Satan, upon: returning’ to 
Hell after the fruitlefs Temptation of our Lord in 
the Wildernefs, is foundly baftinado’d by Lucifer’s 
Orders, and ‘* no doubt highly diverted our good 
és Forefathers of the 15th Century, when he hobbled 
«¢ round the Stage, complaining of the Blows he had 
“ received from his Brother-Devils.” Such was the 
Genius of that illiterateA ge; unacquainted withPagan 
Antiquity, they knew of no other Hiftory to refort 
to for Subjeéts, but facred. 

In the Reigns of Francis the 1ft, and Heury the 
2d, Learning began to lift up its Head, and the 
Greeks and Romans were raifed out of their Tombs 
to give us Lectures of Morality. Fodelle’s Cleopatra 
and Dido are properly the firtt French Tragedies ; 
but partake of thofe Imperfections, which ac- 
company all Arts in their Invention or Revival, 
« They have no Plot, no Action; the Dialogue is 
“¢ too tedious and il] managed; the Chorus, accord- 
s¢ ing to the ancient Practice, continues the whole 
‘¢ Time on the Stage, and concludes every Aét with 
a long-winded moralizing Difcourfe.” However ’ 
Cleopatra was received by theCourt with fuch general 
Applaufe, thatthe Poets went ina Bacchanalian Kind 
of Proceffion to compliment Fodelle, finging Dithy- 

rambic 
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rambic Verfes allthe Way, and prefented him with 
theancient Prize of Tragedy, a Goat, whofe Horns 
were tipped with Gold, and encircled with Ivy. 

Garmer and Hardy, who flourifhed under Henry 
the 3d and 4th, and inthe Beginning of Louis the 
13th, were efteemed by their Contemporaries equal 
to the moft celebrated Greek Poets ; but Pofterity has 
condemned them to thefameOblivion with Fode//e and 
Antoine le Baif. The Truth is, as M. Fontenelle in- 
forms us, tho’ their Pieces have more Dignity and 
Nature than thofe of their Predeceffors, they are 
alike deficient in the Knowledge of the Drama: Their 
Piots are managed without Art, their Scenes aw- 
kardly conneéted, and the Manners of their Perfons 
ill preferved. Hardy was indeed a very fruitful 
Author; his 600 Plays are alone eclipfed by the 
2000 of Lopes de Vega. 

Comedy continued in the fame unimproved State 
with Tragedy ; the Intrigues were of the loweft 
Caft, and Decency little attended to, Our Author 
gives us Specimens of two or three, which are beft 
read in the Original. The Miniftry of Cardinal 
Richelieu, which enlarged the Bounds of the 
French Learning as well as Empire, produced fe- 
veral Dramatic Poets, as Ratrou, Mairet, and 
Scudery 5 but when Corneille is mentioned, the 
Names and Writings of the reft difappear. 
The Theatre of France, which received from 
that great Genius a new Turn and anew Spirit, 
was beholden for it to a very fingular Accident. 
Corneilie, then a young Advocate at Roden (where 
he had ftudied under the Fe/uits) was recommended 
by a Friend to the Acquaintance of a young Lady, 
who was Miftrefs to the latter. The New-comer 
(to ufe our Author’s Words) eftablifhed himfelf up- 
on the Ruins of his Introducer ; the Amufement, 
which this Gallantry afforded him, gave Rife to his 
firft Comedy, and the fair Subject of it went by the 

firft 
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Name of Melite (which is the Title of the Piece) 
ever after. M. Fontenelle remarks, that tho’ the 
firft Performances of Cormei/le are by no Means ex- 
cellent, yet they are fueh as none but an extraordi- 
nary Genius could have written, and when compared 
with thofe of Hardy, may be called perfect in their 
Kind. They fhew undoubtedly a fuperior Know- 
ledge of the Stage; and the Converfation of Gen- 
tlemen, (which the other could never hit off ) is not 
il] maincain’d ; but they are not exempt from the 
Blemifhes of the Age; there runs through them 
a vicious Profufion of Incidents in the Spanifh Tafte, 
a Neglect of the beft Rules, and a Familiarity be- 
tween Lovers, which the Delicacy of our Manners 
would not bear. Corneille, after compofing feveral 
Pieces in this Style, ftruck out into Paths unknown 
to his Contemporaries, and produced the Cid. That 
Play, which gain’d the Hearts of all France, and 
became a Proverb through the Provinces, (cela ej? 
beau comme le Cid,) excited the Jealoufy of Car- 
dinal Richlieu, he thought himfelf in Danger of 
loofing the Reputation of being the firft Poet of the 
Age. Had the Spaniards been at the Gates of 
Parvis, his Uneafinefs could not have been greater. 
Not contented with encouraging Soudery to attack 
Corneille, he endeavoured to crufh his rifing Repu- 
tation by the united Weight of the French Academy, 
and even correéted their Remarks with hisown Hand 
before they were fent to the Prefs, That illuftrious 
Body, fays our Author, endeavoured to gratify the 
Cardinal, their Protector, by criticifing freely and 
accurately the Defeéts of the Cid, and to preferve their 
Credit with the Public, by reproving with Modera- 
tion, and mixing Cenfure with Commendation, 
Corneille faid upon this Occafion, “ the fame Reafon 
“which prevailed with the Academy to write 
** againft me, prevails with me not to reply. ” 
And indeed he found the Minifter recompenfed as a 

Db Patron 
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Patron of Letters, that Merit, of which he was 
jealous as an Author. For befides beitowing a Pen- 
fion upon him, he procured him an advantageous 
Match, to which the Lady’s Father would oever 
have cont 1¢ ( vith 
his Authority. 

Corneiile’s Genius feem’d to take new Vigour from 
the Encouragement which it met with; he fet hime 
felf to ftudy his Profeffion; and by the Affiftance 
of the beft ancient Critics, and his own Experience 
and Obfervations, obliged the Public with thofe ex- 
cellent Difcourfes on Dramatic Poetry prefixed to 
his Works. He quite new modell’d the French 
Tragic Theatre (for Moliere will always be reckon’d 
the Reformer of the Comic) and in Cinna the Ho- 
ratei, Roelugune and Sertovius, fhewed the utmoft 
extent of his Art, and the Force and Sublimity of 
his natural Talents. ‘ Whoever, fays M. de Fonte- 
“© welle, would enter the Lift with him upon the 
¢¢ Merit of thefe laft mentioned Pieces, would rather 
«© fhew his Boldneis, than his good Senfe or Pru- 
‘© dence, ” 

An odd Event had like to have deprived France 
of this valuable Writer: Difguited at the ill Recep- 
tion of Pertharite, in which the Audience could noe 
endure that the Prince, who gives Name to the Piece, 
fhould furrencer up his Kingdom to recover hisWife, 
he quitted the Stage and turn’d his Pen to Religious 
Poetry; but at the Perfuafion of M. Fouguet, the fa- 
mous Comptroller of ther inances, he refumed theBul- 
fkin, and reconciled himfelf to the Public by the good 
Succefs of Qidipus, Sophouifba and Sertorius. About 
this Time (fays our Author) Pieces of a very ditte- 
rent Nature from his became fafhionable; in which 
a Love of a more effeminate and j.ainzive Caft, than 
what reigned in his Plays, was predominant; which 
by an Infinity of paffionate Sirckes, not damped by 
any thing more fublime, captivated the Hearts of 
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the Audience, and particularly of the Ladies, whofe 
Judgments have adecifive Influence in the French 
Theatre. 

The Reader need not be acquainted, that M. de 
Fontenelle alludes to the Character of Racine’s Tra- 
gedies ; and as great a Regard as I have for his 
Judgment, as high an Opinion as I entertain of his 
Candor, I doubt, in this particular Inftance, they have 
received {ome Byafs, from the different Parties 
amoneft theFrench Wits, in which Racine and him- 
felf were engaged, as well as the Relation which he 
ftood in to Corneille as his Nephew. Leet it be al- 
Jowed that Corneille was the greater and more ele- 
vated Genius; but let it not be forgotten, that Ra- 
cine had formed himfelf upon the beft Models of 
Antiquity ; that he has tranfplanted their Beauties 
in the happieft Manner into his own Works; and 
tho’ in Compliance with the Vogue of the Times, 
and his own’Femper, he gave Love too great a Share 
in his Tragedies, ¢thalia is a fufficient Proof, that 
he can move our Affections without it; and both 
that, and his other Plays, abound in Strokes of as 
great Sublimity, as can be found in any of Corneiile’s s 
perhaps tempered with more Correctnefs. I beg Par- 
~~ tor this fhort Digreffion, and return to my Au- 
thor, 

Amidft the Intrigues of an envious Cabal, whoen- 
deavoured to depreciate his Merit, and called in the 
Aid of a famous * Satyrift, the implacable Enemy 
of bad Authors, Corneille oppofed to the falfe Tafte 
of the Public, his Ovbo, Attila and Agefilaus ; fe- 
veral Scenes in thefe Tragedies, are worthy his beft 
Days; but they did not meet with fuch crowded 
Audiences, and fuch general Approbation, as his 
Cinna and Pompey, The calm Perufal of the Clofer 
muft make them amends for what they loft on the 
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Stage. “© This Conclufion of his Poetical Career, 
<< fays M. de Fontenelle, is the natural Fate of every 
<¢ Man, who carries on his Labours to the End. 
«© His fetting out was weak and imperfect, but de- 
¢ ferves our Admiration, if we confider the Times 
when he firft wrote ; he afterwards attained to the 
‘ utmoft Height of his Art; but in the Decline of 
¢ Life the Efforts of his Genius grew languid, his 
<¢ Fire gradually extinguifhed, and he refembled 
ss his former Self only by Intervals,” 

M. de Fontenelle concludes this Account of Cor- 
neille with a Sketch of his Character: ‘* He obferves, 
«¢ that he was not unacquainted with that of the 
«¢ Reprefentation. But if the Characters are to change 
‘© the Places they are in, if any Thing happens 
<¢ which takes up more Time than the Reprefenta- 
« tion would Jaft, all this may be thrown between 
«s the Acts; which its a void Space, 4 tems de 
‘© Grace, as our Author phrafes it, when the At- 
«¢ tention of the Audience is relaxed, and they do 
<¢ not demand a precife Account how it 1s filled 
<¢ up. It only lafts a few Minutes, and it may be 
«¢ made to pafs for many Hours, and even a whole 
s¢ Night.” 

I refer my Readers to the Original, for an inge- 
nious litth Effay on the Origin of Fables*, and 
fall pafs on to the Eloge of M. de /a Motte. 

Our Author fets out with obferving, that Nature 
has confined the Generality of Poets to excell only 
in one Branch of their Are. M. de la Moite, on 
the contrary, has treated all with Succefs. Lyric 
Poetry, which fince the Time of Malberbe had 
been neglected, becaufe of the Sublimity it requires, 
and the Conftraint of the Verfiication, was revived 
by him in the early Part of his Life. He began, 
by emulating the lofty Flights of Pindar 5 and con- 
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cluded, by defcending to the fofter Strains of ua- 
creon. An Dramatic Poetry, he met with Succefs in 
Performances of a very different Caft: His Tragedy 
of the Maccaces has all that Dignity which is fit- 
ted to exprefs the Impreffion made on the [\iind by 
a Religion from Heaven. Romulus reprefents the 
Rife of the Roman Grandeur mixed with Fierceneis, 
nes de Caftro excites the tendereft Affections with 
fo true a Judgment of human Nature, that when it 
was firft exhibited, the Defire of feeing it increafed, 
after the Curiofity had been fatisfied, 

With Regard to Opera’s, fays our Author, M. de 
la Motte had a Right, like other great Poets, to 
have defpifed them ; but he did better, he attempted, 
and fucceeded in them. It would have coft the 
Public too large a Share of their Efteem, to have 
done M. /a de Motte compleat Juftice. They began 
to keep themfelves on their Guard towards him, 
and expected his Productions, with a fecret Preju- 
dice againft them. In compofing his Iliad, he fol- 
lowed the general Plan of Homer, and it was 
thought facrilegious in him to meddle with that Di- 
vine Poet, and not adore him. He publifhed.a 
Volume of Fables on Subjects of his own Invention ; 
and People wondered, how he could think of wri- 
ting Fables after Foutaine. He wanted nothing 
but Satyr to have made hima an univerfal Poet; but 
it is more for his Honour that he was deficient in 
that Branch of his Art, than that he had all the 
Others at his Command. 

I fhould extend this Article too far, were I to in- 
fert all the fine Strokes of Panegyric, with which 
the Author has adorned a Subject, that he feems 
to treat, as the Italians fay, con amore; I cannot, 
however, refift the Pleafure of giving the Reader a 
few more Specimens. 

In taking Notice of the Cavils which fome male- 
volent Critics have made to M. de la Motte’s Ge- 
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nius fer Poetry, M. Fontenelle exclaims with a 
triendly Warmth; ** I know the real Ground of 
«¢ thefe Objections ; he was furnifhed with Ideas by 
‘¢ Sources very different from thofe of Hippocrene, 
‘* by a natural Fund of delicate, yet folid Reafon- 
‘“‘ ing, and the Knowledge of Nature. Many 
se People found themfelves in an unknown Land, 
‘¢ when they heard no more of Flora and Zephyrus, 
“© Af/ars and Minerva, and all thofe Nothings in 
<¢ Poetry.” An Author who dealt fo little in Tri- 
fles, and abounded in fuch flrong Senfe, they thought 
could not be a Poet 5 an Objeétion rather levelled 
again{ft his Art, than agaift him. And yet this 
Beauty and Variety of Sentiment, this Richnefs and 
Kiarmony of Verfe, were all owing to himfelf ; de- 
prived from his Youth of the Ute of his Eyes and 
his Limbs, he could receive little Advantage from 
Books, or an extended Converfation ; and was obliged 
to the Eyes of his Nephew for the little Affiftance 
which he drew from the former. The Extent of 
M. de la Motte’s Capacity enabled him to fhine in 
Converfation ; he was the Life of the few Societies 
he frequented, by a Gaiety always chearful, inge- 
nious and inoffenfive.— There never was but one 
Voice about the Regularity, Politenefs, and Inte- 
grity of his Manners; perhaps becaufe thofe, who 
jet up for great Wits and Genius’s, have not judged 
thofe Qualities important enough to be the Objects of 
their Attention and Envy. Hecommended with fo 
true a Satisfaction, that he feemed to take a Plea- 
jure in the Talents of other Men ; and though their 
Faults did not efcape him, he defpifed the mean 
Glory of publifhing them tothe World. He ne- 
ver confidered his own Stile, as the Standard of Per- 
fection ; he knew that the Fine and the Agreeable 
in W aating are rare, but not fingle in their Kind ; 
and what pleafed another Perfon, was not the worfe 
in his Opinion, becaule it did not equally {trike him. 
This 
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This amiable Character of one, who made fuch 
a Figure in the Republic of Letters, as M. de /a Motte, 
drawn in fo mafterly a Manner, miglit tempt one to 
exceed the Bounds of an Extract, to do it Juftice. 
But I confider it is the Province of a Journalift, ra- 
ther to excite, than entirely gratify the Curiofity of 
the Public. Few of his Nation ftand lefs in Need 
of having their Merits pointed out than M. Foxte- 
nelle ; and few of them have been more univerfally 
relifhed by Englifh Readers. He unites a great Vi- 
vacity, and, for the moft part, Juftnefs of Senti- 
ment, toa neat, elegant, and concife Turn of Ex- 
preffion. In this laft Excellence, fcarce any of the 
Writers of his Country can pretend to rival him ; 
the oppofite Extreme of Diffufenefs is the Faule 
with which they are ufually charged. If the moft 
critical Exaétnefs might venture to difcern any 
Blemifhes in the Compofitions of an Author, who 
may juftly be ftiled an Original, fome Paffages might 
perhaps be cited, where the Stile is worked up with 
too much Subtilty for the Senfe which they are in- 
tended to convey; and others, wherein the Defire 
of faying a new and uncommon Thing, may have 
prevented the Author from attending to the Solidity 
and real Force of ir. But as Inftances of this fore 
are rare, they ought not to be mentioned as the leaft 
Foils to thofe numerous and inimitable Beauties, 
which call for our Admiration in every Page of 
M. Fontenelle’s Works. 

I fhall conclude this Article, by performing the 
dry, yet necefflary Duty of an exact Journalift, and 
lay before my Keaders a View of the Contents of 
each Volume. In the firft, are included his Dia- 
Jogues of the Dead, his Lettres Galantes, and the 
Judgment of Pluto, which an ingenious Writer of 
our own, Mr. Hughes, by anodd Miftake, has taken 
for a ferious Critic on the Dialogues, and anfwered 
it with great Smartnefs and Gravity ; The Dialogues 
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on the Plurality of Worlds, compofe the fecond Vo- 
Jume. In the third, moft of his new Pieces are thrown 
together. His Paftorals, and other Poetical Writings, 
are collected in the fourth, The fifth and fixth 
Volumes are filled with the Eloges of feveral of the 
Members of the Academy of Sciences, which per- 
haps may claim the Preference over his other Works, 
as well upon Account of the many curious Particu- 
Jars of Literary Hiftory which they contain, as the 
Accuracy, Clearnefs, and Elegance, with which the 
Learning of each Author is explained, and his Cha- 
racter diftinguifhed from the reft. 

This Article was communicated to us by a very 
ingenious Gentleman. 





ARTICLE. UL. 


N our Hiftory for November laft, we took No- 

tice of a very valuable Work lately publifhed, 
viz. Dr. Laurence HMeister’s General Syftem 
of Surgery. We then extracted from the Learned 
Author’s Preface an Account of the laborious Me- 
thods by which he obtained a compleat Knowledge 
of this moft ufeful Art ; but had not Room to go 
further, as we intended, in laying before the Reader 
that Compendious Hiftory of it, which he has drawn 
up,.and which makes a Part of his Introduction. 
What we were obliged to defer at that Time, is the 
Matter of the prefent Article. 

The principal End of Phyfic, fays our Author, 
is to prevent or relieve the Diforders of the human 
Body. ‘This the firft Phyficians endeavoured to 
effect by three Means, either by Food, Medicines, 
or the Application of the Hand, or by all together, 
if the Cafe required it. And of thefe three Branches 
of this falutary Profeffion, they called the firft Deer, 
or Dietical, the fecond Pharmaceutical ; and the 
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third Chirurgical. For fince the End of Phyfic 
could by no Means be obtained by Diet and Medi- 
cine alone, but manual Operation is alfo found to 
be fometimes abfolutely neceflary ; it is plain that 
this Branch of Phyfic, which is called Surgery, is 
very neceflary to Mankind ; but above all, becaufe 
it appears that by this Means many grievous Difor- 
ders are relieved, as Wounds, Fractures, Luxations, 
and feveral others, where Diet and Medicine would 
afford very little, and fometimes no Help at all. — 
Some call Surgery a Science, others an Art ; but 
it may claim either Appellation. For it may be 
called a Science, becaufe the Student in Surgery, be- 
fore he is fkilled in the Method of Healing, mutt 
have acquired the Precepts or Foundation of what 
is to be done towards the difcovering and remedying 
Diforders that are to be relieved by the Affiftance of 
the Hand, from Anatomy, Phyfics, and Mechanics ; 
without which Knowledge he would not only gq 
very idly to work, but would do more Harm than 
Good to his Patients, and confequently to the Pub- 
lic. It alfo well deferves the Name of an 4yt, 
when any one Is fo well verfed in the Elements there- 
of, that he is able to preferve the Body found, 
as well as to relieve it when it is otherwite. From 
hence perhaps arofe the Diftinction which fome have 
made between theoretical and praétical Surgery. Look- 
ing upon Sargery, when ranked under the firft De- 
nomination, as a Science, as whena Man has learned 
and underftands the Rules, and the Reafons upon 
which the Rules are grounded, which teach the beft 
Methods of treating Diforders that call for the Sur- 
geon’s Hdand, and in what Manner Operations are to 
be performed, but never attempts the Performance 
of any of thofe Operations, This we call Medical 
Surgery; and this, at leaft, all regular Phyjficians 
ought to be well acquainted with, that they may be 
of Service to the Surgeons and their Patients, by 
being 
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being able to give prudent Advice in Diforders of 
this Kind. Praétical Surgery is the Art of per- 
forming Chirurgical Operations, of repiacing, cute 
ting, extirpating, dividing, — EPe. 

The End of Surgery is threefold. 1. Zo preferve 
Mankind in a found State. 2. To sti a found 
State if it is wantiag , that is, the Cure of Difor- 
ders by the Affiftance of the Hands. Or, 2. Ze 
preferve the Life of a Man, though it be with a 
maimed and wounded Body, if it is impoffible to 
render it entire again. This third End is entirely 
obtained by the Amputation of {phacelated,cancerated, 
or carious Limbs; fo in Cancers, Schirrus’s, old 
Ulcers, and other fuch like incurable Diforders, and 
in feveral Diforders of the Head, efpecially in Weak- 
neffes of the Eyes and Ears, to prevent their grow- 
ing worfe, it is ufual to order Fontanells, Setons, 
frequent Blood-letting, Bliftering, €?c. 

The 4uxiliaries or Means which Surgery makes 
ufe of to obtain the aforefaid Ends, are chiefly the 
Surgeon's Hands, and proper Injiruments. For as 
often as a fraétured or diflocated Bone is to be re- 
duced, a Stone to be extracted, or a Cataraét de- 
prefied, proper Inftruments are always neceffary : 
But that every thing may go on with more Speed, 
Eafe, and Safety, the Adminiftration of proper in- 
ternal Remedies, and the Regulation of Diet, will 
never be negleéted, in any of the foregoing Cafes, 
by a prudent Surgeon. 

The ftrong Conneétion there is between Phy/fic 
and Surgery, 1s a perfuafive Argument that the Origin, 
Progreis, and Fate of both, were always the fame. 
Though moft probably Surgery is more ancient than 
any other Branch of Phyfic, and nearly coeval with 
Mankind, and therefore the true Parent of Medicine. 
The nearer Mankind was to us firft Original,, at 
fo much the greater Diftance were they from Luxu- 
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ry and Debauchery, and of Confequence fo much 
the farther removed from internal Difeafes. But 
even in the earlieft Times, Men were liable to ex- 
eernal Injaries, which require the Affiltance of the 
Surgeon’s tiand ; for who in thoie Days was fecure 
from falling, or from Fractures of the Bones, which 
are the Confequences of fuch Accidents; from the 
Bites of wild Beafts, or from the Wounds of 
Enemies? As therefore it cannot be doubted, bur 
that by the Direction of Nature, who taught them 
to extraét Thorns, and tie up Wounds, to prevent 
a large Effufion of Blood, they by Degrees were 
wled to receive Affiftance from the Hand of fome 
Kind of Inftruments; and if by Chance, after many 
repeated Experiments of this Kind, any thing fhould 
be found to anfwer the defired End, diligent Men 
would certainly retain it in their Memories and 
mark it down, which being repeated with Succefs 
in fimilar Cafes, was handed down to Pofterity. So 
this falutary Profeffion took its Rife from {mall, and 
thofe rude, Beginnings and vulgar Experiments, till 
by Degrees it received Improvements, and was 
brought to its prefent Perfection, 

It appears from ancient Hiftory, that the Cha/- 
deans and Egyptians, who were the firft Cultivaters 
of Science, and found Surgery naked and in her 
Infancy, enriched her with new Experiments, and 
Jaid down Rules and Inftitutions to walk by. And 
afterwards it was ftill farther enrich’d by the Greeks, 
Apolloand his Son 4 fculapius, were chiefly celebrated 
as Surgeons in thofe Ages, who for their Sagacity in 
cultivating this Science, gained to themfelves fo great 
Applaufe, that they were deified. After thefe came Po- 
dalivius and Machaon, the two Sons of 4:/culapius, 
who accompanied Azamemnon to the Trojan War, 
and were of great Service to the Army. But Homer 
never takes Notice of them as being ferviceable in 
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the Plague or other Kinds of Diftempers, but only 
as Perfons fkilful in healing Wounds by the Ap- 
plication of Inftruments and Medicines. From whence 
It appears that they were only expert in Sur- 
gery, and that it is the moft ancient Branch of 
Phyfic. We read of Chiron, the Centaur, and 
other Surgeons after him, and the aforenamed, who 
equalled them in Reputation; but the Monuments of 
thofe Days are entirely defaced by Time. Hip- 
pocrates, the Coan, feems to have far exceeded all 
the reft in Sagacity and Induftry. Ce//us declares of 
him, that he was not only celebrated for Wifdom 
and Art, but for Eloquence alfo. He inherited 
Surgery by Defcent, being fprung from the Race of 
Ai fculapius. With no lefs Judgment than Labour, 
he formed a compleat Syftem of the Experiments 
and Rules of his Anceftors, with their Methods of 
Cure, and, with the Affiftance and Directions of 
Democritus, made a great Progrefs in the Study of 
Human Anatomy. For which Reafon, they are by 
no meansdeceived, who have pronounced Hippocrates 
the Father of all Branches of PAyfic, but more parti- 
cularly of Surgery. 

The Greeks, by their ftrenuous Application to the 
Study of Surgery excited a Defire in the Romans, 
and at the fame Time in the Egyptians, to give En- 
couragement to the faid Art. About this Time, a 
little before the Birth of Chrift, Pdzloxenus was 
efteem’d as a Surgeon, who, according to Celfus, 
wrote fevera! Volumes upon this Branch of Pbhy/ic. 
Gorgonus alfo and Soffratus, and Herones, and the 
two Apollonins’s, and Ammonius Alexandrinus, and 
many famous Men, all enriched this Science 
with fomething new. At Rome alfo, as the fame 
Author faith, they ‘were Profeffors of great Note, 
efpecially Zryphon the Father, and Euelpifius the 
Son of Phieges, and, as we may gather from his 
Writings, the principal of ail, Meges, who, by chang- 
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ing fome Things for the better, added Improvements _ 
to this Science. But the Writings of thefe Men are 
all loft. In the next Ages after Chrift, Ce//us ac- 
quired the greateft Name among the Latin Writers ; 
but among the Greek Writers, Galen, Paulus, Aigi- 
neta, Actius and Oribafius, made the moft confpicuous 
Figure ; whofe Works are ftill extant. But after 
this, in the fubfequent Ages, the barbarous Nations 
began to over-run the whole Earth, and Suar- 
gery was fo far from encreafing, that it re- 
ceived the fame Fate with all other Parts of Know- 
ledge, and fuffered under the common Calamity, 
Therefore it is no Wonder that thofe Times pro- 
duced no one to whom Surgery was indebted, if we 
except only Ra/es, Haly Abdas, Albucafis and Avi- 
cenna, who flourifhed in Arabia, about the ele- 
venth or twelfth Century. It is to be obferved though 
by the Way, from Guido de Cauliaco, the Phyfi- 
cians at this Time firft refufed to undertake the 
Performance of any manual Operation. 

In the thirteenth and fourteenth Centuries, when 
the Clouds that had over-fhadowed al] Science be- 
gan to difpel, the Study of Surgery alfo again began 
to be cultivated both by Phy/ficians and Surgeons. There 
appeared at firft Brunus, Theodorius, Salicetus, Lan- 
francus, Arnoldus de Villa Nova, and many others 
equally famous ;, but afterwards, in a ftill more con- 
fpicuous Light, fhone that true Reftorer of Surgery, 
Guido de Cauliaco, with de Largelata, Fo. de Vigo, 
Vefalius, Fallopius, Andreas a Cruce, Arceus, Ma- 
rianus Santtus, Angelus, Bologninus, Berengarias Car- 
pus, Alphonjus Ferrius, and feveral others, who 
greatly added, as appears by their Writings, to the 
Improvement of this Art. 

At length, in the laft and prefent Age, by the 
Jnduftry firft of the /talians, French, Germans, and 
more lately alfo of the Englifb, Surgery has been fo 
wonderfully enriched with extraordinary Inventions 
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and Obfervations in 4uatomy, Mechanics,and Phyfics, 
and with fuch elegant Inftruments and new Methods 
of Curing, that it feems to want little or no Addi- 
tion to raife it to its higheft State of Excellency and 
Perfection. Among the Moderns, we may reckon | 
as fome of the greateft Benefactors to this Art, 
Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Fabricius Hildanus, Se- 
Ver iniUs, ve lius, Marchettus, Glandorpius, Schul- 
fetus, b ‘xine. Guillemeau, "Magatus, Talicotius, 
Gou/ metinas, Ss0lingen, Nuchius, Burmannus, Mau- 
vicion, Loiet, Verduccius, Bidlous, Ruyfchius, Bob- 
nius, Cyprianus, Dionis, Petit, Wifeman, Douglas, 
Chefelden, Garengeot, Marinus, Turner, Morand, 
Le Dran, &c. 

This is what I find of the Hiftory of Surgery, in 
the Inrropuction to Mr. Heister’s General 
Syftem of that Art. It muft be owned to be a mere 
Sketch 5 but it is the Sketch of an eminent Hand, 
and I imagined the Reader would be pleafed with it 
as fuch. 

Some Parts of the Introduétion, following this, 
are of much greater Value, but not fo generally en- 
tertaining. I mean, firft, a fort of Brblvibeca Chi- 
rureica, or Catalogue of the beft Writers that have 
treaied of particular Parts of Sargery, and have ei- 
ther hancled them feparately, or at leaft with fupe- 
rior Succefs. In the next Place, the Medicines are 
{pecified which a Surgeon ought to be furnifhed with. 
Then the neceffary Qualifications of a Surgeon are 
pourtrayed, and Rules are prefcribec for his Con- 
duct towards his Patients, Afterwards, i Methods 
to be obferved both in Examining and i) effing 
Wounds are explained ; the proper Apparatus for 
the feveral Operations is.defcribed ; and the beft 
Application thereof directed, according to the Exi- 
gencies of the Patients. 
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N the Hiftory of December, 1742, there was an 

Abftraét of a confiderable Part of Mr. Baker’s | 
Treatife on the Microfcope. As we could not then 
finifh our View of that curious Performance, we will 
here fubjoin an Abftraét of what we then left un- 
touched. We now begin at the eighteenth Chap- 
ter of the latter Part of the Work, the Subjeéct of 
which is the /tch. 

The Microfcope, Mr. Baker notes, has difcovered 
that this naufeous Diftemper is owing to little Infects 
under the Cuticula, whofe continual Bitings caufe 
an Oufing of Serum from the Cutis, and produce 
thofe Puftules, or watry Bladders, whereby this Dif- 
eafe is known. This was firft found out by Dr. 
Bononio, who, obferving that Itchy People fre- 
quently pull out of their fcabby Skin little Bladders 
of Water with the Point of a Pin, determined to 
examine what thefe Bladders might really be. Where- 
fore picking out one of them from a Place fcabbed 
over, and where there was an exceeding Itching, he 
{queezed a thin Matter from it, and perceived therein 
a {mall Globule fcarcely difcernable, which, apply- 
ing to the Microfcope, he found to be a very minute 
Animal, in Shape refembling a Tortoife, of whitifh 
Colour, but darker on the Back than elfewhere, with 
fome long and thick Hairs iffuing from it, very nim- 
ble in its Motion, having fix Legs, a fharp Head, 
and two little Horns. 

This, upon frequent Trial, the Doétor found to 
be the Cafe of all itchy Perfons. And tho’ by Reafon 
of their Minutenefs and Colour, (which is the fame 
as that of the Skin) it is difficult to difcern thofe 
Creatures on the Surface of the Body, yet he fome- 
times faw chem upon the Joints of the Fingers in the 
little Furrows of the Cuticu/a, where they firft be- 
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gin to enter with their fharp Heads, gnawing, and 
working in their Bodies, till they are got quite un- 
der the upper Skin, where they burrow from Place 
to Place, and caufe a grievious Itching. 

We may hence account why this Diftemper be- 
comes fo very catching ; fince thefe Animalcules by 
fimple Contact can eafily pafs from one Perfon to 
another, having not only a fwift Motion, but cling- 
ing to every Thing they touch, and crawling as well 
upon the Surface of the Body as under the outward 
Skin ; and afew being once lodged, they multiply 
apace by the Eggsthey lay. The Infection may 
alfo be propagated in like Manner by the Sheets, or 
. otherThings of the like Sort, ufed by itchy People ; 
fince thefe Animalcules may eafily be harboured in 
fuch Things, and will live out of the Body two or 
three Days. 

The Difcovery of thefe Animalcules fhews the 
Reafon likewife why this Diftemper is never to be 
cured by internal Medicines ; but requires lixivial 
Wathes, Baths, or Ointments, made up with Sais, 
Sulphurs, Vitriols, Mercury, Precipitate, Sublimate, 
or fuch Kinds of penetrating and corroding Reme- 


dies as can powerfully kill thefe Vermin in the Skin. . 


«s And if fometimes, we find the Difeafe returns 
¢ a little while after it is fuppofedto be cured by Un- 
<< ction, it is no great Wonder; fince, tho’ the 
<¢ Ointment may kill the living Avimalcules, Eggs 
‘© may remain in the Skin, which afterwards hatch- 
<¢ ing, may renew the Diftemper. For this Rea- 
<¢ fon, it is advifeable to continue the anointing for 
«¢ fome Days, even after the Cure feems perfected. 
TheScarf-Skin, or outward Covering of theBody,as 
we learn in the xixth and xxth Chapters, is remarkable 
for its Scales and for its Pores. Its Scales are fo minute 
that 200 of them may be covered with aGrain of Sand. 
They are placed as onFifhes, three deep; i.e. eachScale 
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is fo far covered by two others, that only a third Part 
thereof appears, 

Every Part of the Skin ts full of excretory Duds, 
or Pores, which emit the fuperfluous Humours conti- 
nually, from the Mafs of the circulating Fluid. Ac- 
cording to a Computation of Mr. Leeuqenboek’s, a 
foot fquare of it contains an hundred and forty-fcur 
Millions of fuch Pores ; and fuppofing the Super ficics 
of a middle fized Man to be fourteenFeet fquare, there 
will be in his Skin cwo thoufand and fixteen Mil- 
lions of Pores. 

In the twenty-firft Chapter we have the microf- 
copical Defcription of a Loufe. In the Head 
of this Creature appear two fine black Eyes, with a 
Horn that has five Joints, and is furrounded with 
Hairs, ftanding before each Eye; from the End of 
the Nofe or Snout there is a pointed projecting Part, 
ferving for a Sheath or Cafe to a Sucker, or Piercer, 
which the Creature thrufts into the Skin, to draw 
out the Blood or Humours it feeds on, as it has no 
Mouth'that opens. This Piercer or Sucker is judged 
to be feven hundred Times flenderer than a Hair. , 

The Breaft is marked very prettily inthe Middle, 
the Skin thereof tranf{parent, and full of little Pits. 
From the under Part proceed fix Legs, each having 
five Joints, their Skin refembling Shagreen, except 
towards the Ends, where it appears {moother. Each 
Leg terminates in two hooked Claws of unequal 
Length and Size, which he ufes as we would a 
Thumb and Middle Finger. There are Hairs be- 
tween thefe Claws, as well as over all the Legs, ~~ 

When the Zoufe moves its Legs, the Motion of 

the Mufcles which all (unite in an oblong dark Spot 
in the Middle of its Breaft) may be diftinguifhed 
perfeétly ; and fo may the Motion of the Mutcles 
in the Head be, when it moves its Horns. The 
Motion of the Mufcles is alfo vifible in the 
feveral Articulations of the Legs. We may like- 
E wife 
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wife fee the various Ramifications of the Veins and 
Arteries (which are white,) with the Pulfe regularly 
beating in the Arteries. But the moft furprifing ef 
all, is the Periftaltic Motion of the Inteftines, con- 
tinued from the Stomach along all the Guts down 
to the Anus. 

If a Loufe, when very Hungry, be placed on the 
back of the Hand, it will thruft its Sucker into the 
Skin, and the Blood may be {een paffing in a fine 
Stream to the fore Part of the Head; where falling 
into a roundifh Cavity, it pafles again, in a like 
Stream, to another circular Receptacle in the Mid- 
dle of the Head; from thence through a fmallerVeffel 
to the Breaft ; and then to a Gur that reaches to the 
hinder Part of the Body, where in a Curve it turns 
a little upwards. 

In the Breaft and Gut the Blood is without Inter- 
miffion moved with great Force, efpecially in the 
Gut. and that with fuch a ftrong Propulfion down- 
wards, and fuch a Contraction of the Gut as is 
amazing.— In the upper Part of the crooked af- 
cending Tube but juft mentioned, the propelled Blood 
ftands ftill, and feems to undergo a Separation : 
Some of it becoming clear and waterifh, while certain 
little black Particles pafs downwards to the Anus. 

If a Loufe be placedon its Back, two bloody dar- 
kifh Spots appear; the leffer in the Middle of the 
Body, and the larger towards the Tail. Inthe larger 
Spot a white Film or Bladder contracts and dilates 
upwards and downwards from the Head towards the 





Tail; the Pulfe of which is followed by a Pulfe of 


the dark bloody Spot, in or over which the white 
Bladder feems to lye. This Motion of Syftoleand Di- 
aftole, is feen beft when the Lou/e grows weak. The 
white pulfing Bladder feems to be the Heart, for on 
pricking it the Zoz/e inftantly dies. — The lower 
darkifh Spot Dr. Harvey -conjectured to be the Ex- 
crements in the Guts. . 


Lice 
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Lice are not Hermapbrodites, but Male and Fe- 
male. The Males have Stings in their Tails, but 
the Females none, It is {uppofed the fmarting Pain 
they fometimes give arifes from their ftinging, when 
made uneafy by Preffure or otherwife; fince, if 
roughly handled, they may be feen to thruft out their, 
Stings. The Females lay Eggs or Nitts, whence 
young Lice come forth perfect in all their Members, 
Mr. Leeuwenhoek found by proper Obfervations, 
that this Animal brings forth fo often, and in fuch 
Numbers, that in eight Weeks, one of them may 
fee five Thoufand of its own Defcendants. 

Even Infeéts are infefted with Vermin that feed on 
them, and torment them. A Sort of Beetle, known 
by the Name of the /ow/y Beetic, is remarkable for 
Numbers of little Creatures that run about it nimbly 
from Place to Place, but will not be fhaken off, 
Some other Beetles have Lice aifo, but of different 
Kinds. 

The Earwig is troubied frequently with minute 
Infects, efpecially. juft under the Setting on its 
Head. They are white and fhining like Mites, but 
much {maller: They are round back’d, flac 
belly’d, and have long Legs, particularly the two 
foremoft. 

Snails of allKinds, but chiefly the large, Ones with- 
out Shells, have many little Infects, extremely nim- 
ble, that live and feed upon them. 

Numbers of little ved Lice, with a very {mall 
Head, and in Shape refembling a Tortoife, are often 
feen about the Legs of Spiders. 

Whitifh Lice are frequently to be difcovered running 
very nimbly on Humble Bees; and frequently on 
Ants : Many Kinds are difcernable on Fithes, Signior 
Redi has obferved, and given Draughts of a great 
Variety of Lice, which he met with, on many Sorts 
3 — and Fowl, on Man, and divers Species of 
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That minute Animal, which runs fwiftly by Starts 
or Stops, and is commonly feen on the Leaves or 
Covers of Books, and called a Wood- Loufe or W’vod- 
Mite, has Eyes of a golden Colour, that can be 
drawn in or thurft out at Pleafure, as Mr. Baker ac- 
quaints us in his xxtid Chapter. The Periftaltic 
Motion of the Bowels appears in it diftinétly, and 
what is {till more wonderful, a Motion of the Brain 
is feen. Mr. Baker takes this to be the Pediculus 
Pulfatorius, or Death-watch, defcribed by Dr. 
Derham. 

Checfe Mites are known by almoft every Body. 
Mr. Baker, tn his xxiiid Chapter, tells us they are 
cruftaceous Animals. The principal Parts of them 
are the Head, the Neck, and Body. The Head is 
fmall in Proportion to the Body, with a fharp Suout, 
and a Mouth that opens and fhuts like a Mole’s. 
They have two little Eyes, and are extremely quick- 
fighted ; for if you touch them witha Pin or other 
{nitrument, you will perceive how readily they avoid 
a fecond Touch. Some have fix Legs, and others 
eight; tho” in every Refpeét elfe they feem alike. 
Each Leg has fix Joints, furrounded with Hairs, and 
two little Claws at the Extremity thereof, which can 
eafily take up any Thing. The hinder Part of the 
Body is plump, and ends in an oval Form, with a 
few exceeding long Hairs iffuing therefrom. Other 
Parts of the Body, and Heady are alfo thinly 
befet with long Hairs. 

Thefe Creatures are Male and Female. The 
Females lays Eggs, whence the young Ones iffue 
forth with all their Members perfeé&t, but notwith- 
{tanding their Shape does not alter, they caft their 
Skins feveral Times before they attain to their full 
Growth. Jn Coitu they join Tail to Tail ; for tho’ 
the Penis of the Male be in the Middle of the Belly, 
it turns backwards like that of the Rbinoceros. 
The Coitus is performed with an incredibly fwift 
Motion, 
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Motion. Their Eggs in warm Weather hatch in 12 
or 14 Days; but in Winter Time and cold Weather 
not under feveral Weeks. It is not uncommon to 
fee young Ones ftruggling to get clear of the Egg- 
fhell, which fometimes they are a Day about. 

Mites are moft voracious Animals; for they de- 
vour not only Cheefe, but likewife all Sorts of dryed 
Fifh or Flefh, dryed Fruits, Grain of all Sorts, and 
almoft every Thing befides, that has a certain Degree 
of Moifture, without being over wet: Nay, they 
may often be obferved preying upon one another, 
In eating they thruft one Jaw forwards, and the 
other backwards alternately, whereby they ap 
to grind their Food; and after they have done feed- 
ing, they feem to maunch and chew the Cud. 

Thefe are the Vermin that find a Way into the 
Cabinets of the curious, and eat up their fine Butter- 
fiies and other choice Jnfeés. The only Way of pre- 
venting this, is to keep the Drawers or Boxes con- 
tinually fupplied with Campbire, whofe hot and dry 
Effluvia is fatal to them. 

There are feveral Species of Mites, which differ 
in fome Particulars, though their general Figure and 
the Nature of them be the fame. 

They are a Creature exceedingly tenacious of 
Life. Mr. Baker tells us, that he has kept them in 
his Glaffes Months together, even without Food ; 
and Mr. Leeuwenhoek fays, one he ftuck upon a Pin 
ee his Microfcope, lived in that Condition eleven 

Vecks. 
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Books, Pamphlets, &c. publifhed in January, 
1743: 


Oman’s fuperior Excellence over Man; Or, 

a plain Demonftration of Woman’s natural 
Right even to Superiority over the Men in Head and 
‘Heart, proving their Minds as much more beautiful 
than the Mens as their Bodies are, and that, had 
they: the fame Advantages of Education, they would 
excel them as much in Senfe as they do in Virtue. 
The whole interfperfed with a Variety of Mannifh 
Characters, which fome of the moft noted Heroes 
of the prefent Age had the Goodnefs to fit for. 
By Sophia, a Perfon of Quality. Printed for Facob 
Robinfon, at the Golden Lion in Ludgate-ftreet. 
Price 1s. 6d. 

The Natural, Experimental, and Medicinal 
Hiftory of all the Mineral Waters in feventeen 
Counties of England, which are moftly North of the 
Trent 3 particularly thofe of Scarborough, Aftrop, 
Neville-Holt, Cheltenham, Buxton, Latham, Mat- 
lock, Hartlepool, and Durham: Wherein, by a Se- 
ries of Experiments, they are carefully examined and 
compared ; their Contents difcovered and divided ; 
their Virtue fhewn and explained ; with an Account 
of their feveral Difcoveries, Alsgerations, and Cures. 
Alfo a Natural Hiftory of the Earths, Minerals, and 
Foffils through which they pafs. To which is added, 
a Methodical Abftract of all the Treatifes hitherto 
publifhed on thefe Waters, and Obfervations on 
them; with Copper-Plates. By Thomas Short, 
M. D. of Sheffield. Printed for C. Davis, oppo- 
fite Gray’s Inn in Holborn, and 5. Whiffon, at 
Mr. Boyle’s Head in Fileet-ffreet. In two Volumes 
in Quarto. Price 185, bound 


An 
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An Impartial Enquiry into the Moral Character 
of Jefus Chrift, wherein he is confidered asa Phi- 
Jofopher. In a Letter to a Friend. S<ilicet uni 
eguus virtuti, atque ejus amicis. Hor, Sat.1. Lib. 2. 
Printed for 7. Robinfon, at the Golden Lion in Ludgate- 
fiveet, who undertakes the Publication of all forts 
of Books, Prints, and Pamphlets. Price 1s. Where 
may be had, a full Anfwer to a Letter from a By- 
Stander, €fc. Price 25. Allo the Blatant Beaft, a 
Satire. Price 6 d. 

The Knowledge of Divine Things from Re- 
velation, not from Reafon or Nature. Wherein 
the Origin and Obligation of Religious Truths are 
demonftrated : Arguments of Deifts, Moralifts, &¥c. 
proved to have no Foundation in Nature or Reafon. 
The Inlets of Knowledge, the Law of Nature, the 
feveral Texts of Scripture relating to this Subject, 
the Works of Creation, the Eternal Fitnefs and 
Reafon of Things, the Demonftration of a Supreme 
Being, &c. are fully confidered and explained. By 
a Gentleman of Brazen- Nofe College, Oxford; now 
of the Diocefe of Cheffer. Printed by 7. Watts, 
and fold by B. Dod at the Bible and Key in Avemary- 
Lane, near Stationers- Hall. 

An Enquiry how far it might be expedient, and 
at this Time more particularly feafonable, to per- 
mit the Importation of /ri/4 Cattle, upon Conditions 
of Advantage and Security to the Woollen Trade 
of Great- Britain. The feveral Judgments of Sir 
W. Temple and Mr. Locke in Reference thereto. With 
Remarks on certain Paffages ina Jate Piece, entitled, 
The Groans of JreJand. Alfo an Examination of 
fome Opinions, which have been advanced, for 
making a Law to prevent abfolutely the illicit Tranf 
portation of Wool, effectual and falutary. To which 
added, a Poftfcript on Mr, Laybourne’s Scheme, 

C. | 
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Printed for 7. Roberts, near the Oxford Arms in 
Warwick-Lane. Price rs. 

Remarks on the Impofts of the Clergy ; with a 
general Account of the Affairs of the Church of 
France, and a State of the feveral Taxes laid upon 
them in the Year 1742. To which is added, the 
new Regulation of the Tax for Arming and Cloath- 
ing the Militia, Printed for 7. Robinfon, at the 
Golden Lion in Ludgate-fireet ; who undertakes the 
Publication of Books, Pamphlets, and Prints. 
Price 64. 

A Scheme to prevent the Exportation of Wool 
unmanufaétured. Moft humbly fubmitted to the 
Right Honourable the two Houfes of Parliament. 
By Heary Laybourne,M. A. Ad focietatem &F com- 
munitatem generis humani nafcimur, itaque femper 
aliquid ad communem utilitatem afferre debemus,. Cic. 
Printed for Jacob Robinfon, at the Golden Lion in 
Ludgate-fireet, who undertakes the Publication of 
all manner of Books, Pamphlets, and Prints. Pr. 1 s. 

The Hiftorian’s Vademecum: Or, a compleat 
Pocket-Companion. Being the Marrow of Hiftory 
and Chronology, taken from the moft approved 
Authors, ancient and modern; or, a Collection of 
all the material Occurrences from the Creation of the 
World to this prefent Time, in alphabetical Order, 
a concife Manner, and familiar Stile. By a Gentle- 
man of the Inner Temple. Printed and fold by 
S. Birt, in Avemary-Lane. Price bound 15. 6d. 
Neatly Printed in three Volumes, with a Frontifpiece 

and a Map of France, fc. curioufly engraved, 

The Hiftory of the Life and Reign of Lewis 
XIV. King of France and Navarre; containing 
an exact and comprehenfive Relation of all the 
Battles, Sieges, Infurre€tions, Negociations, In- 
trigues, and fecret Defigns ; Literary and other 
Foundations, Inventions, and Improvements ; Con- 
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tefts and Proceedings, Ecclefiaftical and Civil; with 
whatever elfe is memorable in that long and active 
Reign ; with Characters of the principal Perfons 
concerned in them, and Reflections on the moft re- 
markable Events. Printed for ¥. Robinfon, at the 
Golden Lion in Ludgate-fireet; and F. Hodges, at 
the Looking-Glafs, over-againft St. Magnus-Church, 
London-Bridge. Price bound gs. 

Templum Libertatis, Liber Secundus. Apud. C, 
Bathurit, &? G. Hawkins, iz Fleet-Street. Pr. 6. 

The Odes, Epodes, and Carmen Seculare ot Horace 5 
with critical Notes, collected from the beft Latin 
and French Commentators, and a poetical Tranfla- 
tion. By the Reverend Mr. Philip Francis. Printed 
for 4. Miller, oppofite Katherine-fireet in the 
Strand, wr 

The true Intellectual Syftem of the Univerfe ; 
wherein all the Reafon and Philofophy of Atheifm 
is confuted, and the Impoffibility of it demonftrated ; 
with a Difcourfe concerning the true’ Notion of the 
Lord’s Supper ; and two Sermons on 1 Fohni. 3, 4. 
and 1 Cor. xv. 57. By Ralph Cudworth, D.D. The 
fecond Edition : In which are now firft added, ‘Refe. 
rences to the feveral Quotations in the Intelleétual 
Syftem, chiefly taken from the learned Dr. Laurence 
Mofoeim’s Latin Tranflation ; and an Account of the 
Life and Writings of the Author. By Thomas Birch, 
M. A. and F. R.S. In two Volume in Qzarto, 
Price bound 1/7. 1s. 

A Demontftration of the Reafonablenefs and Ne- 
ceffiry of the Chriftian Revelation. Particularly ad- 
drefs’d to Perfons of Quality and a liberal Education. 

Mutiorttates contemnis, ratione pugnas; patere igi- 

tur rationem meam cum tua ratione contendere. 

Cic. Nat. Deor. L.'s. ! 
Printed for Facob Robinfon, at the Golden Lion in 
Ludgate-fireet. Price 15. Where may be had 
Pamela; 
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Pamela; or Virtue Rewarded. A Comedy. As i 
was performed by Mr. Garrick and others, with great 
Applaute. Price 15. 6d. 

A Sermon, preached at the Abbey Church at 
Bath, tor promoting the Charity and Subfcription 
towards the General Hofpital or Infirmary in that 
City, on Sunday Offober 24, 1742. Publifhed at the 
Requeft of the Governors of the faid Hoipital. By 
Mr. War!urton. To which is added, a fhort Ac- 
count of the Nature, Rife, and Progrefs of the 
General Infirmary at Bath, Printed for 7. Leake, at 
Bath; and fold by ¥. and P. Kuapto, near St. 
Paul’s; and 7. Roberts, in Warwick-Lane. Pr. 6d. 

Woman not inferior to Man: or, a fhort and 
modeft Vindication of the natural Right of the Fair 
Sex to a perfect Equality of Power, Dignity, and 
Efteem, with the Men. By Sophia, a Perfon of 
Quality. 

How hard is the Condition of our Sex, | 

Through ev’ry State of Life the Slaves of Man? 
Wherefore are we 

Born with bigh Souls, but to affert ourfelves, 

Shake off this wild Obedience they exaét, 

And claim an equal Empire in the World, 

Row’s Fair Penitent. 

Printed for Jacob Robinfon, at the Golden Lion in 

Ludgate-fireet. Price 15. 

(On a large Sheet of Imperial Paper, beautifully 
engraved, and fit for Framing ; or may be fepa- 
rated into Pages, and bound by itfelf, or with an 
Almanack) 

Tabula Iiluftres : or, the Paternal Arms of all the 
prefent Nobility of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
with their Titles, the Stiles of their eldeft Sons, the 
Dates of their Creations to their feveral Dignities, 
and a Table for explaining the Blazon. Printed 
for £. Cave; and fold by . Robinfon, in Ludgate- 
fereet. Price 25. 64, 
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Asa Specimen of Printing in Imitation of E/zevir, 

Vida’s Artof Poetry. Tranflated into Engifh 
by Mr. Pitt. Printed for R. Dodfley in Pall-Mali. 
Price 25. 6d. 

The ThirdVolume (containing the Remainder of the 
fele€t Orations, tranflated into Exglifa, with Notes 
hiftorical and explanatory) of 
The Orations of Cicero, viz. for Rofcius accufed 

of murdering his Father ; for C. Radbirius, ac- 

cufed of Treafon againft the People; for King 

Dejotarus, accufed of a Plot againit Cefar; for 

L. Marana, Conful Eleé, upon an Impeachment 

for publick Corruption; for P. Quintius, upon a 

Cafe of Bankruptcy ; againft ZL. Calphurnius Pifo, 

upon his Vices and Mifmanagement, both in publick 

and private. By William Gutbrie, Efg. Printed for 

T. Waller, at the Crown and Mitre over-againft 

Fetter-Lane, Fleet-ftreet. 

A Letter to the Reverend Mr. Thomas Carte, 
Author of The Full Anfwer to the By-fiander. By a 
Gentleman of Cambridge. 

Hic NIGER eft, bunc tu Romane caveto. 
Fe Matntiendrai. Hor. 

Printed for Facob Robinfon, Publifher, at the Golden 

Lion in Ludgate-fireet. 

Number 464, of 

Philofophical Tranfactions : Giving fome Account 
of the prefent Undertakings, Studies and Labours 
of the Ingenious, in many confiderable Parts of the 
World. Printed for Z: Woodward, between the two 
Temple-Gates in Fleet-/lreet, and C. Davis, againtt 
Gray’s Inn in Holborn, Printers to the Royal Society. 
For the Month of Oéfober, and part of November, 

1742. Number 465, of 

Philofophical Tranfactions. Containing, 1. Sir J/aac 

Newton’s Inftrument for obferving the Moon’s Dif- 

tance from the fixed Stars at Sea. 2. The Effects 

of Cold ; together with Obfervations of the Longi- 
tude, 
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tude, and Declination of the Magnetick Needle, at 
Prince’of Wales's Fort, upon Churchill- River, in Hud- 
fon’s Bay, North America. By Capt. Chriffopber 
Middleton, F.R. S. Commander of his Majefty’s 
Ship, Furnace, 1741-2. 3. The Report of the Com- 
mittee of the Royal Society, appointed to examine 
fome Queftions in Gunnery. Printed for 7. Wood- 
ward, between the two Temple-Gates in Fleet-fireet, 
and C. Davis, againtt Gray’s Inn in Holborn, Printers 
to the Royal Society. Price rs. 
Number 467 of 

Philofophical Tranfaétions: containing fome Pa- 
pers lately read before the Royal Society, concern- 
ing the frefh Water Polypus, an Infect which has 
this furprifing Property, that being cut into feveral 
Pieces, each Piece becomes a perfect Animal, as 
complete as that of which it was originally only a 
Part. Collected and publifhed by Cromwell Mortimer, 
M.D. €%c. Secretary to the Royal Society. Printed 
for ZF. Woodward, between the two Temple-Gates 
in Fleet-fireet; and C Davis, over-againft Gyay’s 
Inn, Holborn, Printers to the Royal Society. 

A Treatife on all the Difeafes incident to Women, 
by Fobn Afiruc, Phyfician to his prefent Mayjefty 
the King of France, to dugaftus Id, late King of Po- 
land, to his Highnefs the prefent Duke of Orleans, 
Regius Profeffor at Paris, and Author of a Treati/e 
on the Venereal Difeafe. Tranflated from a manu- 
fcript Copy of the Author’s Lectures, read at Paris, 
1740. By 7.'R. M.D. Printed for Z. Cooper, at 
the Globe in Pater-nofter Row. 

Mifcellaniés, in Profe and Verfe ; containing Va- 
riety of original Poems and Tranflations. Among 
which are, 3. The elegant Hiftory of Rufinus, 
a moft corrupt and rapacidus prime Minifter to the 
Emperor Theodofius. 2. Mount Aitna, poetically de- 
{cribed ; with a curious and exact Account of its 
fiery Eruptions. To which are added, the moft 
beautiful 
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beautiful Paffages in Claudian, Statius, Orpheus, 
Aratus, and Euripides, done into Englifh Verfe. 
Alfo Letters moral and entertaining. By Mr. 
Hughes. Printed for ‘Facob Robinfon, at the Golden- 
Lion in Ludgate-fireet ; where may be had, the Me- 
moirs and mifcellanious Works of the Right Hon. 
Charles, \ate Earl of Haliifax, including the Hif- 
tory of his Lordfhips Times. 

An Enquiry after Virtue. Ina Letter to a Friend, 
Part the fecond. Being a proper Appendix to the 
Firft Part. By the fame Author. | 

Fallit enim Vitium [pecie virtutis (f umbra. Juv. 
Sold by 7. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofier Row. 
Where may had Tracts wrote by the fame Author. 
Price 6d. 

The Syftem of the World, demonftrated in an 
eafy and popular Manner; being a proper [ntro- 
duction to the moft fublime Philofophy, by the illuf- 
trious Sir J/aac Newton. Tranflated into Englith. 
Printed for Facob Robinfon, at the Golden-Lion in 
Ludgate-ftreet, in one Volume Odtavo, Pr. 34. 6d. 
Where may be jhad, The Emperor Marcus An- 
toninus’s Converfation with himfelf; together with 
the learned Gaéaker’s preliminary Difcourfe; as 
alfo a large Account of the Emperor's Life, 
written by Monf. Dacier. To which isadded, the 
Methological Picture of Cebes the Theban, &c. Tran- 
flated into Englifh from their refpective Originals. 
Price 35. 6d. 

The prefent State of the Practice and Praéticers 
of the Law; wherein is fhewn the Obfcurity, 
Uncertainty, and Expenfivenefs thereof; with fome 


Methods humbly propofed for remedying the fame : 


Ina familiar Dialogue between Philalethes and Phi- 
Jonomous, Together with a Dedication to the 
honeft Practitioners of the Law. By an impartial 
Hand. 
Felix quem faciunt aliena Pericula cautum. 
Printed for the Author, and fold by Z, Cooper, at the 
Globe 
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Globe in Pater-nofter Row; and by the Book- 
fellers of Londin and Weffminffer. Price 1s. 

The Law for and againft Bankrupts : Containing 
all the Statutes, Cafes ac large, Arguments, Refolu- 
tions, Judgments and Decrees, under the Head of 
Bankruptcy, down to the prefent Time; wherein is 
particularly fhewn, what Perfons may be Bankrupts 
within the Meaning of the Statutes; how they are to 
conform themfelves thereto ; the Power of the Com- 
miffioners and Affignees, as to their Eftates; the 
Rights of the Creditors,and Privileges of tiie Bankrupt. 
Together with Precedents or Forms of the Proceed- 
ings on taking out and executing Commiffions; alfo 
of Declarations and Pleadings, in Eng/i/h, relating 
to this Subject, never before printed. The whole 
adapted to the Ufe of all Counfellors, Attorneys, 
Merchants, and Tradefmen. By a late Commiffioner 
of Bankrupts, Printed for Ward and Chandler, at 
York and Scarborough. Price bound 5s. 

The Proceedings on the Kings Commiffions of 
the Peace, and Oyer and Terminer, held for the 
City of London and County of Middlefex, on the 
rath, 15th, 17th, 18th, and rgth inftant, before 
the Right honourable Robert Willimot, Efgq; Lord 
Mayor, the Right honourable the Lord Chief Baron 
_ Parker, Mr. Juftice Wright, Mr. Juftice Burnet, 
Mr. Recorder, &c. At this Seffions thirty-two Per- 
fons were tryed for capital Offences, of whom eleven 
received Sentence of Death. Printed for Z. Cooper 
at the Globe, in Pater-noffer Row. 

Pluralities Indefenfible : A Treatife humbly offer’d 
to the Confideration of the Parliament'of Great- 
Britain. ByaPrefbyter of the Church of England. 

Denique fit finis querend — Hor. 
Printed for $. Ofborn, at the Golden Ball in Pa- 
ter-nofter Row, and }. Rivington, at the Bible and 
Crown in St. Paui’s Church-Yard. in Ofavo. 
Price bound 5 5. 
THE 


